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PRESIDENT’S REPORT:
The Manning River Aero Club is up and running again.  We have Ashley Sky as our Chief Pilot and Instructor.

Ashley became our Chief Pilot in January being appointed by CASA.  This consisted of rigorous testing which included answering many Regulatory questions and a flight test.  He passed with flying colours.  Congratulations Ashley well done.

Ashley is Chief Pilot under our Club’s Air Operator Certificate.   This means our ‘AOC’ is still active and will assist in making the transition of Flying Training Operations back to our Club much smoother when the time arrives.

The Chief Pilot is responsible for all Charter flying for the Club. This consists of mainly Coastwatch and Scenic Flights.

Flying Training operations for our Club now comes under the ‘AOC’ of the Royal Newcastle Aero Club.

Anthony Moor is our CFI and Ashley our instructor.

Anthony will be visiting Taree on a regular basis as part of his responsibilities as CFI.  I hope all members will give him a warm welcome.

Being under the RNAC ‘AOC’ means we are bound by their Operations Manual.  This will be available at the Club for all members to read.

We are very grateful that RNAC has come to our assistance in our hour of need.  It is a big workload for their Club and especially for CFI Anthony.  We are lucky that we are both members of  The Royal Federation of Aero Clubs of Australia as it is part of their charter to assist other member clubs when necessary.  It was RNAC that came to Old Bar Airstrip every weekend to train Taree Pilots way back until 1960 when MRAC moved to Taree Airport and formed their own Club.

This has been a long arduous procedure with much dialogue with CASA but we now look forward to the future.  We thank all members for their patience and understanding during this difficult time for the Club.

Ashley at this stage will be available at the Club on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays and other days by appointment.

Ashley will be very busy for the next months trying to catch up on the backlog of students waiting to be able to fly again.  We have three students in different stages of PPL training, 20 TIF’s waiting and four new student Pilots so get in early with your appointments.

RAAus:

A motion was passed at our Annual General Meeting to go ahead with Ultralite training and flying at our Club.  

Progress on this has been delayed for the foregoing reasons.  The Committee will now revisit this and will be looking for an ultralite plane for x-hire.  If the ultralite training and flying is successful then the Club will have to look at restructuring their aircraft fleet.

Ashley is currently looking at requirements for him to become CFI and the Club an ultralite school.

RFACA Flying Training Conference and the Australian Light Aircraft Championships:

The Conference is on Tuesday 6th and Wednesday 7th May 2008 at the Taree and Wingham Race Club.  Bruce Byron CEO of CASA, Greg Russell CEO of Air Services Australia, Roger Weeks Regional Manager Sydney Region CASA and many more speakers from ATSB etc will be making presentations.  

All MRAC members are most welcome to attend.  It is your chance to hear first hand what is happening in the GA Industry and your chance to ask questions of the speakers.  You can download a Registration Form from the RFACA website: www.rfaca.com.au
On the Tuesday evening their will be the Conference Dinner at the Exchange Hotel Waterfront Restaurant and again all members are most welcome.

The Australian Light Aircraft Championships will commence with practice day on Thursday 8th with the competitions being on the Friday 9th and Saturday 10th May.

On the Saturday evening of the 10th there will be a Presentation Dinner at the Taree and Wingham Race Club hosted by the MRAC.  Every member is welcome to attend whether you were competing or not.  It should be a fun night and we would welcome your support.

We are well into the planning of both these events but we need Ground Judges, people for cooking breakfasts on Friday and Saturday, and for BBQ’s on Monday 5th which is a welcome to Conference attendees, and on Friday night for ALAC competitors.  Please ring the Club and offer your assistance and save us the time and cost of ringing you.

Come and join in the fun  – a full week of aviation.

WINGS INTERNATIONAL:

Our very own Michael Tulk represented Australia in the Spot Landing at Timaru in New Zealand in February.  Unfortunately Michael did not win but it was very very close 91 points to 88.  There was a protest lodge by Australian in this event but it was not upheld.  Michael is to be congratulated for a great competition and I know he was very disappointed but he will fly again for us I am sure.

Long Term Members:

It has been most pleasing to see long term members coming out to the Club on Saturday afternoons of late.  Ray Burns Instructor at the Club for many years, Clive Woolcott and Noel Emerton.  These members are part of the Club’s history and have many an interesting tale to tell.

The Committee now looks forward to a successful and happy year and hope all members will avail themselves of the long fought for facilities available to them at the Club.

Happy and safe flying

Marj Davis

President

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Chief Pilot’s Report 

Welcome back, I believe would be the best way to say it, Flight training and charter work has resumed at the club. We have waited for some time for the approvals to be processed and received, but with some good help from the Executive of the MRAC and CASA we have a current AoC (Air operator Certificate). The Royal Newcastle Aero Club (RNAC) has provided a flying school addition under their AoC to allow operation to continue at Taree under their supervision. This will not effect you as students and pilots, although there maybe some duplication in documentation. Mr Anthony Moor of the RNAC is the current CFI of both RNAC and MRAC and will be able to conduct all flight testing required by the MRAC.

As you maybe or may not be aware the clubs new operating hours are Thursday, Friday and Saturday 0800 till 1700 until further notice. All aircraft are available for hire any day, but I will require at least one days notification to allow time to organise the keys for days I am not on duty. 

I encourage all pilots to take up the opportunity to check their log books, medicals, ASIC and book for any flight reviews or currency requirements, due to the reduced operating days, advanced bookings will be required. As we are now training under the RNAC there will be a period of change over that will require patience with the GFPT and PPL testing as these licences will be required to be issued by Mr Anthony Moor CFI and subject to availability with RNAC.

For any operational concerns or questions please do not hesitate to contact me at the club as this is all part of the service that we provide.

ALAC’s is fast approaching and this will result in a very busy time for operations around late April, so please take this into consideration when requesting bookings as they will be subject to available time.

Thank you to all the new and returning students and pilots for your patience with the delays in the handover of instructors, this is much appreciated.

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the MRAC and the Executive for the opportunity to return to service as the Chief Pilot and Flight Instructor. I look forward to a long and successful posting and encourage all pilots and students to support the club for this new era of MRAC flying.

Ashley Sky, Chief Pilot








CLUB CAPTAIN’S COLUMN

The 2008 competition season has gotten off to a slow start.  There has only been one competition day – in February - and that was restricted as to participation.  GFPT and SPL pilots were not able to compete, pending Ashley’s accreditation as chief pilot.  In consequence, only four members flew the 500’ right hand circuit with spot landing (the weather was also cactus, with a cloud base well below the 2,500’ required for a forced landing without power) - David Turner, Richard Wilson, Manule Zaunders, and me.  And that was the order in which we finished.  Congratulations to David who achieved an almost perfect score in the air.

The next comp days are next Saturday 29 March and then on Saturday 19 April.  Now the business with Ashley is sorted, all flying members will be eligible to compete from here on, so let’s have some big turn-outs.  These two comps will also be a great opportunity to ‘practice’ for the ALACs in May.

We need to make a couple of decisions.  1.  Should we reschedule the comps that have been cancelled, or should we run with a lesser number than nine for the year?  2. Can we give the opportunity to GFPTs and SPLs who were not able to compete in February to catch up by flying a second circuit at a scheduled future comp?

Turning to the ALACs, the success of these will, in large measure, depend on the manpower available to help with ground operations.  To this end, I will be doing a ‘ring around’ to see if you are able to volunteer some time between Saturday, May 3 and Sunday, May 11.   If you are able to help, you can phone me during the day on 6556 1125 or alternatively email me at the Club.

Enjoy your flying, and keep safe.

Bronte Dupen

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
From the Editor

Deadline for articles:

June 2nd




September 1st and





December 1st 

Articles may be e-mailed to me on www.davidnturner@bigpond.com (note the new e-mail address) or, given to Ashley Sky to pass on to me. 

Any article you send by e-mail please attach it to the e-mail don’t write the article as the e-mail. We are limited in including photos with articles as they do not reproduce well in hard copies we send members who do not have access to e-mail or the web. Lots of photos also cause download problems for members who do not have broadband. That said we can include some photos.

We are looking for articles on anything to do with aviation or people in aviation.
· If you have access to e-mail and the web please let Ashley Sky, Marj Davis or I know so that we can e-mail you when a new newsletter is available rather than send you a copy. 
· See you all at ALACs
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