Manning River Aero Club Newsletter – December 2008


                                                                             ________________________________________________________________________________________________________


PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

Our Annual General Meeting was held on Tuesday 21st October 2008

The new Committee is as follows:

Marj Davis

President

Bronte Dupen

Vice President

Richard Wilson
Secretary

Cyril Lewis

Treasurer

David Turner

Committee

Trevor Sheehan
Committee

Alex Cosway

Committee

There were no changes to the Committee from the previous year.

The following members were also elected:

Manuel Zaunders
Patron

Club Captain

Bronte Dupen
Publicity Officer
Ashley Cleaver

Newsletter Editor
David Turner

Social Director

Laurie Easter

Congratulations to you all and thank you for making yourselves available for the Club.

MEMBERSHIP FEES:

We are pleased to announce that at the AGM it was voted not to increase membership fees and therefore they remain at $108.00 per annum.  

Social Membership remains at $30.00 per annum.

RFACA LEARN TO FLY SCHOLARSHIP COMPETITION:

This competition has now commenced and finishes in March 2009.

There are FOUR prizes to be won, in the one competition, to the value of $6000 each.

So NOW is your opportunity to buy a Xmas Gift Voucher for a TIF to the value of $95.00 as a 

‘different’ gift for a friend or a member of the family.  Just ask Ashley.

AWARDS/PRESENTATION NIGHT

This was held at the exchange Hotel Waterfront Restaurant on Friday 28th November 2008 with approximately 55 members and families attending.

Awards presented were:

Pilot of the Year:    Peter Cross

Club Member of

The Year:
         David Turner

Club Competition 

Winner: 
         Richard Wilson

Treva Weeks 

Memorial Team:     Richard Wilson



        Ken Sanders



        Trevor Sheehan         

1st Solo 

Certificates:
         Robert Mc Mahon



         Trevor Cooper

         Beau Harper

                                 Dean Erby

                                 Gary Tonkin



          Nicholle Turner

GFPT:

         Bob Martin



         Trevor Cooper

                                 Rob Mc Mahon

PPL:

         Trevor Sheehan



          Peter Cross

TAIL WHEEL 

ENDORSEMENT:     Peter Cross             
         l

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL MEMBERS ON YOUR ACHIEVEMENTS DURING THE YEAR.

A big thank you to Ashley for his role as our instructor in getting these students through.  As you are all aware we were not operating for a few months earlier in the year so this is a great achievement. 

CHILDRENS CHRISTMAS PARTY

SATURDAY 6th December 2006.

· CLUB HOUSE AT 2.00PM

· SANTA ARRIVES AT 2.30 PM BY PLANE

· PLEASE BRING YOU OWN PRESENTS DULY NAMED.

· PLEASE LIMIT THE COST SO THAT SOME CHILDREN ARE NOT DISAPPOINTED.

FREE DRINKS, ICY POLES AND LOLLIES FOR THE KIDS.

AFTERNOON TEA FOR THE BIG KIDS.

ASHLEY WILL BE ON HOLIDAYS

Ashley will be having a much needed short break over the Xmas period.

He will finish up on eve of 24th December 2008 and return on Friday 2nd January 2009. So please contact Ashley if you wish to fly over this period, to get approval and the Flight Sheet signed.

FLYING HOURS

The Committee was pleased with the financial results of the Club to 30 June 2008 even though we made a small loss of $2954. Especially as I said previously we were not operating for two months.

To increase flying hours this financial year we need support from members to do more flying.  Our Private Hire hours are still down but much improved on previous year.  

Bronte Dupen has been re-elected as our Club Captain and is full of ideas and enthusiasm for the coming year.  So we look forward to members joining in with whatever he has planned for us.

Remember even if you do not have a current medical or have a current AFR and you still feel like flying you can still do so with Ashley aboard.  

RAAus

Ashley now has his Pilot Certificate and has to accumulate 10 hours before he can become an Instructor.

Ashley and Arthur Amor were due to fly to Newcastle for approvals with Anthony Moor CFI of RNAC but had to turn back due to weather.  We are now waiting on Anthony’s availability to complete the exercise.  This must all happen before we can operate a RAAus school.

SOCIAL EVENTS

Our social events were generally not well attended again this year which is very disappointing as a lot of effort goes into organising them.  This resulted in some being cancelled.

We hope you will all get behind Laurie Easter our new Social Director this year and support the social events he has in mind for the Club.  If you have any ideas on what might be a fun thing to do please let Laurie know.

Don’t forget our Saturday afternoon afternoon teas with cake and conversation.  All members and families are welcome to a casual afternoon.

TALENTED CLUB MEMBERS

We have many talented members in our Club that have either built their own aircraft or restored one.  We are hoping to have an Open Day next year to display these aircraft for all to see.  The work on these aircraft is very professionally done and would be interesting for everyone to have a look at and ask questions.  

We will keep you informed as to when this will happen.

ALAC’s & FLYING TRAINING CONFERENCE MARCH 2009

The RFACA Flying Training Conference, Wings International (between Australian and New Zealand) and ALAC’s are to be held in Perth in 2009. The Conference is on Monday and Tuesday 23 and 24th March, Wings on Wednesday 25th, Practice Day for ALAC’s on Thursday 26th, and ALAC’s on Friday 27th and Saturday 28th.  There are some really cheap airfares at the moment so book early and take some extra time to travel a bit of WA.  It will be a fun time for all those who participate.

ELECTRONIC EFTPOS & CREDIT CARDS

We are pleased to advise that the Club will go electronic in January 2009.  Members will then have the choice of being able to pay their account by either Eftpos or Credit Card.  

Unfortunately there will be a small charge to cover costs for this function.  For Eftpos it will be 30 cents a transaction and for Credit Card 1.2% of total transaction.

We will be unable to give money out in Eftpos transactions.

CONCLUSION

The Committee wishes all members a very happy Xmas and prosperous New Year

Happy and safe flying

Marj Davis

President

_______________________________________________________________________________________

VALE:  PAUL CARY
Paul Cary a long time member of the Manning River Aero Club Inc sadly passed away on Saturday 22 November 2008 aged 82 years.

The love of Paul’s life after his family was his Victor Air Tourer VH PCC and he also owned a CT4. 

He had flown all over the world with the Flying Rotarians with his beloved wife Olive by his side.

Paul was a bit of a rogue and rascal not always obeying the rules of the air.  When Tuncurry airstrip was closed he was incensed.  He departed from Tuncurry sometime after the airstrip was closed and made a radio call he was departing from Tuncurry International Airport for all and sundry to hear.  That was Paul.

He was a multi-talented man, played the trumpet in many bands, was a very good sailor, owning many boats over the years, and of course his flying.

Paul was a happy jovial person and came to the club every Saturday afternoon for a chat and to reminisce about the good old flying days.

He will be sadly missed.  

Marj Davis

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
E-mail address

Do you have an e-mail address but have not given it to the club?

Sometimes we need to contact members at short notice and the good old snail mail is not quick enough to get the message out to you. 

So if you have an e-mail address please let us know what it is so we can keep you informed of what is happening at your club.

The club e-mail is mrac@ceinternet.com.au.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CHIEF PILOT”S REPORT

Over view of operations -

The end of the year is here and Santa is not far away again. Another solid month of training for the club with congratulation to: 

· Trevor Cooper and Rob McMahon for passing their GFPT on the 20th of November, a big effort, well done. 

· Peter Cross for the completion of his tail wheel endorsement in the Emerald VH-CXU and 

· November Comp winner Ken Sanders. 

Aircraft -

The aircraft have had good utilization this month. The ELT upgrade has been implemented with the new 406 XS3GPS portable ELT’s for both aircraft. This means that the fixed ELT for the Archer will be decommissioned in Feb 09’ and the old Portable ELT from JHK removed. As a part of the responsibility of the Pilot In Command the ELT for your aircraft will be your responsibility, These units cost around $800 each so please take care. The ELT’s will become the responsibility of the Pilot-In-Command when the aircraft is signed out and then MRAC’s upon the closure of the flight in the Flight Log sheet at the club. The Chief Pilot will check the units monthly. The Operation Manuals for the ELT can be found in the Flight Manual of each aircraft. 

The aircraft seat coverings for JHK will be complete in early December, with thanks to Trevor Sheehan for his work on this project and others, we should all thank him for keeping the aircraft the way we like them, CLEAN.

Maintenance Pilots - 
Trevor Sheehan 




Bronte Dupen




Ken Sanders

Thank you, without them the training week would not run without delay due maintenance, as they put their time in on the down days of the week.

RAAUS -

I have complete the first phase of training with CFI Anthony Moor and have received my RAAUS pilots licence check which in turn will be followed by my Instructor conversion over the following weeks once my RAAUS PC licence has arrived, this means that training will begin upon the licence completion and return from RAAUS.

Safety and Airmanship -

Taxiing the aircraft is just as important as flying, so please be aware of your prop wash and other aircraft taxiing, please do not block the taxi ways or the fuel bowser. On completion of refuelling push back the aircraft to the normal start position outside the club, with that in mind PLEASE DO NOT turn the aircraft so the prop wash strikes the club windows on return from your flight. 

Engine management –

REMEMBER The aircraft are old. Please take your time prior to doing your run up, the aircraft need time to warm up, allow the engine temperature to read in the green before increasing the throttle  

Remember - 






“Take care in the air”









Ashley Sky cp 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Peter Disher

For the first flight of your home built Lightning VH-PDI.
[image: image1.jpg]



_______________________________________________________________________________________
Secretary’s Report

New Members

September 08  Charles Cox, Brett Harvard, William Spedding, Stephen Lindfield.    

October 08  
Nil.

November 08
   Toni Bush, Brian Fisher, Richard Neal, 


Membership (renewals to November committee meeting) 

8 Honorary  Life and 10 Flying and 1 Social Member.

Other 

Minutes of the AGM have been drafted and are available for inspection and comment by Club Members on the Notice Board.

Secretary attended an airport security meeting in November where issues relating to an extension of the security fence (including restriction of animal movement) were discussed.

Committee is likely to review rules for the selection of the Treva Weeks Memorial Team. Major item at issue is the requirement to compete in a minimum of 6 competitions. This has resulted this year in the exclusion of some competitors from selection despite achieving scores from a lesser number of competitions that would have ensured selection. 

Richard Wilson, Secretary

Flying Competitions 2009

The first flying comp for 2009 will be on 

Saturday7th February 2009.

Everyone is welcome to come and have fun
------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Ditching a Spitfire
Manual Zaunders found this advice on the internet.
If you are flying a Spitfire 
· Don’t expect to live if you hit the grass at over 100mph

· Don’t even think about ditching in the water as the air scoops under the wings will just flip you over
· Have the gear up

· You can ditch the same way 4 or 5 times and you will be lucky to survive one or two!!!!!

So if you fly a Spitfire go talk to an instructor about how to get down safely.

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
Even if you don’t own or fly a Spitfire why not get some refresher instructions with Ashley on emergency landing procedures. I am sure he would be only too pleased to help.

_______________________________________________________________________________________
Presentation Night Photos
If you are viewing this newsletter on the internet you can see the presentation night photos, taken by Ashley Clever, on a separate newsletter page. Please note if you are on dial-up it may take a long while to download. A copy of the photos is on displayed at the club house and prints can be obtained form Camera House at Taree.

From the Editor

Deadlines for articles for 2009 are:
6th March, 
5th June, 
4th September and
4th December.
Articles may be e-mailed to me on www.davidnturner@bigpond.com or, given to Ashley at the aero club.
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