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 PRESIDENT’S REPORT:
A very hectic but enjoyable week was experienced by many of our members with MRAC being the host Club for the RFACA Flying Training Conference and the ALAC’s which were held in May.  Events like these although a lot of hard work brings out Club spirit. 

It was great to catch up with old friends and make some new ones. This is a very big part of what ALAC’s is all about.

The week commenced on Monday 5th May with a welcome BBQ at the Club with over 50 people attending.

The next morning the RFACA Flying Training Conference began with The Hon Mark Vaile MP officially opening the two day event. 

 It was a great thrill to have Roger Weeks, formerly CFI of MRAC and now working with CASA, as one of our speakers at the Conference.  Roger commenced his flying training career with MRAC under the supervision of his dad Treva Weeks who was CFI.

Tuesday night was the Conference Dinner with over 60 people in attendance including the CEO of Airservices Australia and many of the other Conference speakers Mr. Bernie Sarroff former CFI of Royal Newcastle Aero Club and now an independent ATO led all the instructors in singing a few songs.  It was a fun night enjoyed by all who attended.

Wednesday saw the end of the Conference and was celebrated with a Happy Hour sponsored by QBE Insurance Aust Ltd.

Thursday was practice day for ALAC’s ending with a Mayoral Reception at the Greater Taree City Council Chambers.  Mayor Eddie Loftus made all visitors very welcome and gave some informative background information on Taree.  Again 60 people were in attendance.

Friday saw the commencement of the ALAC’s culminating with a wonderful roast chicken dinner at the Club.  Club Member Hugh Cowley and Helen Knight known as The Lazzaroni Duo, supplied some excellent entertainment by playing and singing some Ballads.  It was a great night and a wonderful achievement by the girls, especially team leader Dorell Watters, in cooking a delicious roast dinner for over 70 people with the limited Club facilities.

Saturday saw the ALAC’s continue and the presentation dinner was a great occasion with everyone being welcomed by Jeremy Saunders playing the dijeridoo.  A band entertained us during the evening and there was an impromptu performance by our very own Glen Garousse.

Of course the highlight of the evening was the announcement of the winners of ALAC’s who will now represent Australia in the Wings International against New Zealand in Perth next March.

Peta Garnaut from Royal Aero Club of WA was the Overall Champion and Peta Garnaut and Sylvie Byers of Royal Aero Club of WA won the Federation Team Trophy.  So the women pilots certainly excelled.

It was sad news to learn that on the Thursday following her return to Perth after ALAC’s that Peta had a heart attack and had to have a stent put it.  She is now recovering and looking forward to hopefully competing next year in Perth.  Peta is a very capable pilot and is always the one to beat at the ALAC’s.  We wish her well and a speedy full recovery.

All the above events could not have gone so smoothly without some very hard working members.  Ashley Sky our Chief Pilot and Instructor was Director of the ALAC’s and with the assistance of John Douglas of RACWA, who was Deputy Director executed the whole program like clockwork making it an excellent event.  It was a credit to Ashley as it was his first time running ALACs.

Chief Ground Judge David Turner did an excellent job with no protests being lodged during the two days.

The girls in the kitchen who were up at 5.00am two mornings in a row to cook breakfasts and still there at 10.00pm at night after evening functions were just magnificent.  Without their input it would not have been the great success it was.

To all our members who contributed during the week a very big thank you for a job very well done.

The results of ALAC’s are on page 5. 
Next year the Flying Training Conference and ALACs will be held in Perth WA.  The Conference on 16 & 17 March 2009, Wings International between Australia and New Zealand on Wednesday 18th, and ALACs 19-21st March.  It will be a great week so start planning your holidays now.

Club hours of Operation:

Ashley is now working four days a week from Wednesday to Saturday and is available by mobile phone for verbal approval for private flying on all other days.

MRAC was lucky again this year in winning a new student in the RFACA Learn to Fly Scholarship Competition.  Dean Erby was the winner and has already commenced his flying training to the value of $6000 including GST which is sponsored by Airservices Australia.  This is the third year in a row that MRAC has won a scholarship.

Flying training is going very well at present with several new students flying every week plus three others doing the PP so Ashley is being kept very busy.

RAAus:

We are now able to train as a RAAus School under the supervision of Anthony Moor CFI of RNAC.  However Ashley now has to complete his instructor rating under the rules of RAAus and because of his workload with GA students at present, he has very little spare time to do this in the coming weeks.  We are hopeful he will be able to complete this in July.

We are looking at x-hiring RNAC’s Jabiru.  We will keep members informed of the progress or you can ring Ashley at the Club in July.

The Committee is very pleased with the operations of the Aero Club at present.  After all our problems during the year with AOC’s etc it is now settling down and running very smoothly.  The introduction of an RAAus component we hope will only enhance the operations at the Club and increase our members and flying hours.

Happy and safe flying

Marj Davis President

_________________________________________________________________
Chief Pilot’s Report 

Over view of operations -

The Club has had a successful couple of months, with Bob Martin completing his GFPT and First solo’s to Rob McMahon and Trevor Cooper, Congratulation gentleman this is a great achievement.

The ALAC’s seem like a dream and a life time ago, be it, only a month and a half. The ALAC’s are major event and can not be conducted without every bodies help from catering to flight and ground crew, so from operations I thank you all. The effort was outstanding with long days 5am till late, most days, in that, the event was resounding success even though the trophies went to the west coast. Next year, we will bring them back from the West.

Aircraft -

Headset hire or buy? That is the question. Currently the club is hiring the headsets out at $5.00 per headset per flight, this is a small fee considering the quality of the headset the club provides, so please make an effort to take care of the headsets and pay for your headset hire as this will maintain the headsets for future use. With that in mind, buying your own headset has it’s own benefits. 1- it’s yours and you can do what you like to it? 2- hygiene, (I do clean the headsets?) 3- convenience, just to name a few, there are many good quality headsets on the market at the moment for a range of prices so please investigate.

RAAUS -

The club has been approved as Flight Training Centre with RAAUS through Royal Newcastle Aero Club with Anthony Moor as CFI, in much the same configuration as the GA Flying School. After some training for myself to gain a RAAUS instructor rating, this will allow operations to commence around August subject to aircraft availability.

Safety and Airmanship -

Prop management -
This issue has become a concern as to the proper and safest way to level or manipulate the prop upon shutdown or pre-flight. It is good airmanship to consider the worst case scenario when dealing with props, “Always treat the prop as if it were live”. Know where the keys are and make sure the master switch is off visually prior to any movement of the prop, always handle the prop with care and standing to the down going blade side of the aircraft before pulling the prop through. NEVER manipulate the prop from the front of the aircraft, this is a real threat, so please see me for a demonstration if you are unsure of yourself. Safety first, not head first.

Engine management - The aircraft are old. 

Please take your time prior to doing your run up, the aircraft need time to warm up before you run up, allow the engine temperature to read in the green before increasing the throttle  

Airmanship -

Remember - 

Strobes and Transponder ON at the holding point before entering the runway.

Strobes and Transponder OFF at the holding point after exiting the runway.








“Take care in the air”
Ashley Sky, Chief Pilot








------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------








CLUB CAPTAIN’S COLUMN

G’day aviators,

President Marj will no doubt be giving the wrap on the ALACs.  My take on them: I think they were a resounding success, even though we had hoped for a few more participants.  The organisation was outstanding, and I would particularly like to thank all those Club members who dug in on the days.  

What do you think about bidding for the ALACs again in a couple of years?

Now that the ALACs are over, we can turn our attention to other matters – competition and social – although 2008 is turning out to be the competition year that wasn’t.  The competition was cancelled again last Saturday due to a Taree TAF that contained the following ominous forecasts: “FM00 200G30KT” and “MOD TURB BELOW 5000”.

This coming Friday, which is the winter solstice, we have our night flying comp – weather permitting – to be followed by a barbeque.  More than a dozen of us have indicated our intention to participate.  Briefing will be at 1715 hours.

Can I get some indication of likely participation in our Mudgee fly-away on 9 and 10 August?  We need to start thinking about aircraft and accommodation.  Leave a message for me at the Club, or phone me at home on 6556 1125.  

Meantime, have lots of enjoyable and safe flights!

Bronte Dupen

New Members
We welcome the following new members.

January 
Adam Collier and Brennan Farrell

March

R. McMahon and Clive Woolcott

April

Gary Burns, Craig Chung, Stephen Logan and Nicholle Turner

May 

Will Barr, Dean Erby, Beau Harpen, Joe Orr-Bouwman and Caitlin Williams

We look forward to seeing you at club events such as the monthly flying competitions, the social evenings and at Saturday afternoon get togethers.
Membership now stands at;

8 Honorary members, 73 Flying and11 Social for a Total of 92

Richard Wilson

Secretary

__________________________________________________________
From the Editor

Deadline for articles:

September 1st and





December 1st 

Articles may be e-mailed to me on www.davidnturner@bigpond.com (note the new e-mail address) or, given to Ashley Sky to pass on to me. 

Any article you send by e-mail please attach it to the e-mail don’t write the article as the e-mail. We are limited in including photos with articles as they do not reproduce well in the hard copies we send members who do not have access to e-mail or the web. Lots of photos also cause download problems for members who do not have broadband. That said we can include some photos.

We are looking for articles on anything to do with aviation or people in aviation.
If you have access to e-mail and the web please let Ashley Sky, Marj Davis or me know so that we can e-mail you when a new newsletter is available rather than send you a copy. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________
Coming Events
Saturday 5th July




Flying Competition

Saturday 19th July




Curry and Casserole night at club house

Saturday 2nd August




Flying Competition

Saturday 9th August and Sunday 10th August 
Fly-away to Mudgee

Saturday 6th September



Flying Competition

Saturday 20th September



Chicken and Prawn night with movie at club house 

Royal Federation of Aero Clubs of Australia

Australian Light Aircraft Championships

PRESENTATIONS Manning River Aero Club 2008

FORCED

	Bronze
	Garnaut Peta
	RACWA
	99.25

	Silver
	Kunkel Dave
	RNAC
	100.00

	Gold
	ten Broeke Ed
	ACST
	100.00 (on count back)


STREAMER

	Bronze
	Ten Broeke Ed
	ACST
	96.17

	Silver 
	Garnaut Rod
	RAWACA
	97.63

	Gold
	Garnaut Peta
	RAWACA
	100.00


SPOT

	Bronze
	Waite Peter
	ACST
	90.32

	Silver 
	Stopp Andrew
	RVAC
	99.64

	Gold
	Garnaut Rod
	RACWA
	100.00


FORMATION

	Bronze
	Scout Ass’n
	Scout Ass’n
	81.77

	
	John Drinkwater, Bob Frazer and Ian Richardson

	Silver
	Eagles
	RVAC
	88.58

	
	Heinz Dehn, Robert Bright and Paul Canavan

	Gold
	Falcons
	RVAC
	100.00

	
	Bob Hayter, Rob Rossitter and Andrew Stopp


AERO"S

	Gold
	Harcourt Mick
	RACWA
	100.00


OVERALL CHAMPION 
GARNAUT Peta RACWA 288.86

TEAM
GARNAUT Peta/BYERS Silvia RACWA 2 287.42
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Silvia Byers (L) and 


Peta Garnaut at ALAC’s














________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5

