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Treva Weekes 

Competition Results  

 

February 6: 500 ft circuit and 

spot landing 

1
ST

 place Glen Garousse (100) 

2
nd

 place Michael Tulk (90) 

Equal 2
nd

 place David Turner 

(90) 

 

March 6: Forced landing from 

2500 ft  

1
ST 

place Trevor Sheenan 

2
nd

 place Glen Garousse 

3
rd

 place Michael Tulk 

 

Glen “The Goose” Garousse is 

back, with a perfect score in 

the first comp of the year. After 

moving to Inverell in 2005, the 

Goose flew back to the nest in 

June 2009 and one thing’s for 

certain, the Goose is out to 

win! There was a strong crowd 

cheering the Goose on (all 

related, of course and possibly 

bribed to turn up) with his wife 

Colleen, daughters Kim and 

Angela, son Daniel, son-in-

laws to be Blake and Shane 

cheering hard but the loudest 

of them all was grandson 

Matthew. Well done, the 

Goose! 

 

President’s Report 

Well I hope that you like the new format for the newsletter. 
 

The second club competition held in March saw a good attendance of 14. Results for 

forced landings were a little on the poor side under a somewhat difficult and gusty sea 

breeze with operations on 04 runway.  
 

The Treva Weeks Team and a second team have just travelled to compete at the 

ALACs at Echuca. All had been practising enthusiastically in the Cessna 152 over the 

last month – results as to how they went, next issue! 
 

The Archer has also been busy with training and other cross country flights and a C182 

was hired from Royal Newcastle Aero Club for advanced navigation exercises. 

Elsewhere in this issue you can read about our members flying achievements.  
 

The C152 has recently had a Sensenich propeller fitted and pilots are noticing improved 

climb rates. The Club has also purchased a Supplementary Type Certificate which 

permits an increase in maximum take off weight to 795Kg. Crew who have previously 

been restricted with fuel loads may now carry more fuel for cross country flights.  It 

comes with restrictions that it is to be operated in the Normal category (i.e no steep 

turns more than 60 degrees and no aerobatics) and no landings whilst heavier than the 

old maximum weight of 756Kg. Below that weight it may be operated in the Utility 

Category. 
 

The Archers engine is nearing the time where it needs a major reconditioning.  A 

deposit has been paid on a reconditioned engine and it will soon be delivered to 

Kempsey for fitting near the end of April.   

 

In recent years the Club has discussed in Annual Meetings directions for the fleet 

upgrade. Both our aircraft date to the early 1980’s and are nearing the 30 year mark.  In 

principle, suggestions have been replacing the Archer with a newer Cessna 172 with 

modern instruments, and the replacement of the Cessna 152 with a similar younger or 

RAAus type aircraft. 
 

One option could be to import an aircraft from the US whilst there is a favourable 

exchange rate. Another option in the short term is that the failure of a flying school at 

Bankstown has meant that liquidators are trying to sell 12 Libertys and two Cessna 172, 

all less than four years old. Committee will discuss the matter at the next meeting.   
 

The major event for the 50th Anniversary celebrations will be a dinner on a Saturday 

night. The venue has been booked for the 21st August 2010.  Further details of other 

events are to be provided later, but please start letting past members know of that 

date.  

 

Richard Wilson 

President 
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AIRCRAFT 
REPORT 
 

JHK 
Usage:  
January  
Private 8.4 
Dual Training 7.6 
Solo Training 6.7 
 
February  
Private 16.8 
Dual Training 10.3 
Solo Training 6.5 

 

Maintenance Completed 

 

Sensenich Propeller 

fitted 

Changes  

Increased takeoff 

weight. New weight now 

795kg 

HT M 
Usage:  
Private  
January 
Private 14.8 
Dual Training 16.1 
Solo Training 10.0 
 
February 
Private 17.9 
Dual Training 9.2 
Solo Training 2.9 
 

Maintenance Completed 

 

100 hourly completed 

March 

Future Maintenance  

Engine replacement, a 

reconditioned engine has 

been ordered. To be 

replaced end April 

 

 

 

 
 

Aero Club 
Member  
In Focus 

This month, Bronte Dupen 

discusses how serious Airservices 

Australia treats SARTIMES.   

 Contributed by Bronte Dupen 

On the Monday before Christmas, Karin and I had decided to fly to Cessnock.  The plan was 
to spend the afternoon at the gallops, overnight at Cessnock and return to Taree at leisure 
on the following day, perhaps after some late Christmas shopping in the morning.  We 
thought we might bring back a concrete garden statue, still carrying well below the maximum 
weight for HTM. 

Karin had not previously flown with me either down the coast or up the land lane so I flight-
planned accordingly - down along the coast, up along the lane.  This would place Karin on 
the starboard side of the plane along the coastal route affording her a better land-side view, 
particularly at the low 500’ level I had planned.  Of course, short of the back seat, it is not 
possible to put your passenger on the port side coming up the land lane to give a better view 
of the trains snaking along the line below. 

I used my mobile phone and Phone Away card to lodge flight plans, separately for the trip 
down and the trip home.  On our return flight we left Cessnock at 2345 hours (UTC), 
nominating a SARTIME of 0230 for arrival at Taree.  Both flights went according to plan. 

Upon arrival at Taree, I phoned CENSAR to cancel SARTIME, only to be assured that there 
was definitely no SARTIME in the system for HTM.  I expressed the hope that the missing 
SARTIME didn’t turn up in the system by 0230 whereupon search and rescue procedures 
would be needlessly instituted and I may be then accused of not having cancelled. 

I probably would not have given the matter another thought except that later in the day, 
when I was wandering around Target (still looking for Christmas presents), my mobile phone 
rang. 

“Mr Dupen?” 

“Yes.” 

“Airservices Australia here.  I wanted to give you some feedback on this SARTIME issue that 
arose earlier today.” 

The Airservices officer told me that following my attempt to cancel SARTIME there had been 
an investigation into the matter, my flight plan had been located and there had been a “stuff-
up” on their part.  Airservices view this “very seriously” he told me.  He said that the officer 
responsible for the stuff-up had been disciplined and internal procedures amended so that 
hopefully this could never happen again. 

By way of footnote, the Airservices officer also told me that by virtue of the route I had flown 
I had been in radar coverage for most of the time.  “However”, he said, “had you been flying 
in a remote area, that would not have been the case.” 

Frankly, at the time I was told there was no SARTIME in the system I wasn’t too fussed 
about it.  But when I think about it, it was a very serious matter and the consequences for 
Airservices, should I have come to grief on the flight, would be enormous. 
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Club Captain’s Report 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                 Glen Garousse                                                                   Glen Garousse in the 50 Box 
 

 

 

Well it is great to be back amongst all the flying gurus, with lots of new members and old members. It’s good to see things 
haven’t changed too much. Marge and Cyril are now retired and they both will be missed. Thanks members for giving me 
my old role of Club Captain - it is nice to be back.  
 
For those who do not know me, my name is Glen Garousse. To some I am known as the Goose. My passion for flying 
started twelve years ago with MRAC when I was driving north to Cundletown and over the top on finals to land 04 was Ian 
Turner. As I looked out, a little cessna JHK flew above the racks of my car, I said "I gotta have a go at that". After a trial 
introductory flight with Ian, I was hooked. Gaining GFPT in 1999 I had not gone out solo and I was flying in club 
competitions, on my journey of competitive flying. My achievements include five times champion at MRAC, pilot of the year, 
Australian champion of spot landing, force landing and overall champion in 2005; wings international champion for force 
landing 2006, Australian team winners for wings international 2006 and nominated for sports person of the year Taree 2005. 
 
Moving west to Inverell in 2006 to give farming a go, we recently returned, after missing the Manning Valley and to be closer 
to our family, friends and the MRAC. I am currently starting some home improvements with my son and hoping to gain my 
instructors rating (RAA) with David Rolfe after the ALAC. Now being back as Club Captain my first Club competition was 
Old Bar Cup, which I won alongside Dean Erby. The tri club competition between Maitland, Taree and Port Macquarie held 
at Taree was a great day and was won overall by myself with the shield going to Port Macquarie. In February’s flying 
competition first place was taken out by myself with second being a draw between Michael Tulk and David Turner and in 
third place came Richard Wilson, another great day with good attendance.  
 
In our March flying competition, it was force landing with fourteen competitors and only three making it over the fence for 
points. First place was Trevor Sheenan, second place myself and third place Michael Tulk. Our competition days are a great 
day for all. In our last competition we had pilots of all ages ranging from female flyer Toni Bush 15 years old, to veteran pilot 
Emanual, age ?. Hope to see more good attendance at our Club comps and all the best to all those pilots representing 
MRAC for the ALAC 2010, Bill Storok, Trevor Sheenan and Richard Wilson who are representing Taree for the Trevor 
Weeks Memorial Team; myself, Gary Tonkin and Daviv Turner will be Team B and best of luck to all.  
 
Happy flying, 

Glen Garousse.  
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Chief Pilot’s Report  

 
 
Over view of operations - 

 
Not a bad start to the first half of the year with: 
 
 PPL (A) passes to Gary Tonkin and Dean Erby. 
 
GFPT passes to Bruce Harrison and Craig Chung. 
 
 First solo to Matt Fleming and Will Reid. 
 
 CSU endorsement for Rob McMahon.  
 
Well done to you all. 
 
Aircraft - 

 
Total hours flown  
 
January  
 
JHK 25.9 Dual 7.6 Solo 6.7 PVT 8.4  
HTM 45.2 Dual 16.1 Solo 10.0 PVT 14.8 
 
February 
 
JHK 39.3 Dual 10.3 Solo 6.5 PVT 16.8  
HTM 38.0 Dual 9.2 Solo 2.9 PVT 17.8 
 
 
Engine management - The aircraft are old. REMINDER  
 
Please take your time prior to doing your run up, the aircraft needs time to warm up before you run up, allow the engine 
temperature to read in the green before increasing the throttle. These are your aircraft, so please take care of them. 

 
The goodbye  

 
As you may or may not be aware it has come time for me to move on to follow my career, I have accepted a job as a first 
officer with Airlink at Dubbo, this opportunity will allow me to further advancement in my career, although it is with great 
disappointment that I will be leaving MRAC (again). I feel that in the last two years we as a Club have achieved a great 
deal. I would like to thank you all, both students and pilots for your efforts during my time at MRAC. I look forward to 
updating you, from on top of the clouds! 
 
asky_mail@yahoo.com.au  
 
http://www.airlinkairlines.com.au/bwWebsite/ 
 
  
 
“Take care in the air” 
 
Ashley Sky CP 
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Newsflash 
 

Very late news is that 
our Instructor, Ashley 
Sky, has been offered 
a job with Air Link 
subsidiary of REX at 
Dubbo. We wish him 
success for his future 
as a commercial pilot 
and will miss his 
enthusiasm and drive 
around the Club. The 
committee is reviewing 
options for the 
employment of a 
replacement and are 
continuing discussions 
with Royal Newcastle 
Aero Club re: 
operations under their 
Air Operating 
Certificate. 

 

WANTED 
TO BUY 

This space will be used for 

members to register their 

interest if there is anything 

aviation related that they’re 

wanting to get their hands on 

e.g WANTED: Cessna 172, 

low hours etc. Submit your 

requests to: David at 

davidnturner@bigpond.com 

or Gary at 

ims_group@hotmail.com 

 
FOR SALE 

Likewise, if you have 

something you’d like to sell, 

you can advertise it here.  

 

ADVERTISING 
SPACE 
Members wishing to 

advertise their business can 

do so for the cost of 

producing this newsletter. 

Approximately $100.00 per 

edition 

Achievements’ up to GFPT 
 

Matt Fleming - BAK Exam Pass January  

Bruce Harrison - BAK Exam Pass January 

Craig Chung - BAK Exam Pass February 

Will Barr - BAK Exam Pass February 

Will Reid - First Solo February 
 

Achievements’ up to PPL(A) 

Dean Erby – PPL(A) Exam Pass January 

Gary Tonkin – PPL(A) Exam Pass January 

Dean Erby – PPL(A) 12 February 

Gary Tonkin – PPL(A) 13 February 

Endorsements  

Rob McMahon CSU C – 182 January 

 
 

Sixteen year old Will flew solo for the first time 
on Saturday 20

th
 February. Will, a year 11 

student at St Clares High School is now busy 

studying for his Pre Area Solo exam. 

Student Update: How Are They Flying?   

M.R.A.C.  SOCIAL  HAPPENINGS.  

 

M.R.A.C.  SOCIAL HAPPENINGS.  

 
Dear Club Members 
 
Plans are well under way preparing for the Manning River Aero Clubs 50

th
 Anniversary.   

Whilst we initially planned on holding it on the long weekend in October to coincide with the 
Old Bar Festival the issue of finding a suitable venue became a problem and as such we have 
now moved it forward to Saturday the 21

st
 August 2010. 

The venue selected is Club Taree which provides a centralized location and modern facilities 
as well as extensive menu selection which will be finalized shortly. 
The cost per person for a three course dinner inclusive of tea and coffee will be $53.00 per 
person.  Drinks will be available at club prices. 
 
For those of you who may have forgotten, the Friday afternoon BBQ, meet and greet and raffle 
is still operating. This is a great way to keep in contact with current and new Club members 
and happenings so try and make it out as often as you can.  Your support of these activities 
ultimately goes toward the improvement of facilities of your Club. 
 
Thanks to Shearwater Marine Engineering who recently donated a new stainless steel and 
stained timber table for the outdoor area and a special thanks to Ken Sanders for his long term 
support in assisting with the BBQ every Friday evening and on comp days. 
 
Regards 
Laurie Easter 
Social Director    
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Have your say  
Contributions to the next 

edition of Manning River Aero 

Club News are always 

welcome. If you have a story, 

something to sell, an upcoming 

event to advertise or any 

photos you’d like to share, 

send them to: 

PO Box 32 Cundletown 2430 

OR email: Gary at 

ims_group@hotmail.com or 

David at 

davidnturner@bigpond.com 

2010 ALAC’s Echuca  18
th

- 20
th

 March 
 
The final Treva Weeks team was sorted. Richard Wilson, Trever Sheehan and Bill Storok. 

Michael Tulk was originally in the team but withdrew due to work commitments. His position was 

then offered to Dean Erby who came 4
th

 in the 2009 club competition. Dean reluctantly declined 

because of family commitments. Bill Storok in 5
th

 position became the final team member. All 

team members have been busy practicing their specialties: Streamer cut- Richard Wilson, 

Forced Landing- Trever Sheehan, Spot Landing- Bill Storok. 

 

A second team under the leadership of Glen Garousse also entered. David Turner and Gary 

Tonkin have taken up the challenge. They too have been practicing (or in Gary’s case learning) 

their specialties: Glen Garouse - Forced Landing, Gary Tonkin - Streamer Cut, David Turner - 

Spot Landing. 

 

Two club aircraft Flew to the event. JHK left on Monday 15
th

 March piloted by Trever Sheehan 

and Gary Tonkin. HTM left on Wednesday 17
th 

March with Ashley Sky and Bruce Harrison. Bruce 

is a student at Manning River Aero Club and will use the flight as part of his navigation course.  

 

Report on how they went in Mays news letter. 

 

 
 

 

Notice board: News and Events 

• Tri Club  

    Saturday 22
nd

 May 
 

• 50th Anniversary 

   21
st

 August program out soon  
 

• Rate Increases effective from February  

JHK Members $150.00 per Hour Private Hire 

JHK Members $205.00 per Hour Training Rate  

HTM Members $190.00 per Hour Private Hire 

   HTM Members $240.00 per Hour Training Rate 
 

• Australian Light Aircraft Championships  

Mar 15-16 ALAC Conference Echuca 

Mar 17 Wings International, Echuca 

Mar 18-20 ALAC Echuca 
 

• Club competition  

     Saturday 11
th 

April 
 

• Manning Model Aero Club 

    5 - 6 June NSW RC Large Scale State Championships 

    24 - 25 July RC Aerobatic Competition 

    Contact Dean Erby 0437397451 for details  

 

• Friday afternoon BBQ 

    5.00pm to 8.00pm 

 

MANNING RIVER AERO CLUB  
CONTACT INFO 

 

Website:  www.mrac.org.au  
 

Email:  mrac@ceinternet.com.au   
 

Tele:  (02) 6553 9301  
 

Fax:  (02) 6553 9198  
 

Postal:  PO Box 32 Cundletown, NSW 
2430.  
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