
 

 
      
 

 

 
 
from Poland with gliders and glider towing, Washington DC as a traffic report pilot and 
many years in Australia flying with Scouts at Camden, Sydney Flight Centre, gliding and 
model flying.  He was naturalised back in 1988 and can now well and truly claim to be 
dinky di. 
 
He has visited the Club, done some checks with Ashley Sky and has sorted out his 
accommodation. His start involved some standards checking by Royal Newcastle Aero 
Club and he is now available for training.  
 
We welcome him to the Club and look forward to his conversion as Chief Pilot quickly and 
then CFI under our AOC soon after, thus separating our activities from Newcastle Club.  
 
Club pilots fared well at the ALACs at Echuca and those attending enjoyed the 
experience. Notable results were Bill Storok 3

rd
 in Spot Landing and Richard Wilson 3

rd
 in 

Forced Landing and 4
th
 in overall pilots result. They were very happy as the photograph 

on the Notice Board shows. 
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Presidentôs Report 

For those who do not know me I am on 
the right with Ashley Sky on the left In 
front of JHK. This was taken at Ashleyôs 
farewell 
 
The Committee has selected the new 
Instructor to replace Ashley and he 
commenced duties on 11

th
 May 2010. 

 Peter Sikora comes to us with a wide 

range of flying experience. Originally  

Treva Weeks 

Competition Results  

 

February 6
th
: 500ft circuit and 

spot landing 

1
st
 place Glen Garousse (100) 

2
nd

 place Michael Tulk (90) 

Equal 2
nd

 place David Turner 

(90) 

 

March 6
th
: Forced landing from 

2500 ft and spot landing  

1
ST 

place Trevor Sheehan (88) 

2
nd

 place Glen Garousse (77) 

3
rd

 place Michael Tulk (38) 

 

April 10th: 500ft right hand circuit 

from the right hand seat and 

spot landing 

1
ST 

place Richard Wilson (100) 

2
nd

 place Trevor Sheehan (98) 

3
rd

 place Gary Tonkin (97) 

 

May 1
st
: Forced landing without 

power from 1500ft and spot 

landing 

1
st
 place Bill Storok (86) 

2
nd

 place Glen Garousse (78) 

3
rd

 place Trevor Sheehan (76) 

 

Year to Date: 

After 4 Rounds 

 

1
st
 place Glen Garousse 

2
nd

 place Trevor Sheehan 

3
rd

 place Michael Tulk 

Australian light aircraft 
championships 
 
Bill Storok on the left 3

rd
 place for 

spot landing 
 
Richard Wilson on the right 3

rd
 

place for forced landing without 
power. 

4
th
 place in overall pilots results 
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         Australian Light Aircraft Championships 
                     Echuca Aero Club 18

th
-20

th
 March 

 

 

 

  

The Archer has also been in Kempsey having a reconstructed engine fitted. A few 
coordination problems which cost about a week on the turn round but it is now back 
on duty. 
 
The Club recently submitted a tender to purchase a 2006 Cessna 172 S with glass 
cockpit which was part of the Sydney Flight Training Centre liquidation sale. The 
offer was somewhat speculative and about as much as we could comfortably afford.  
Unfortunately was a little cheaper than the offer which was accepted. We will 
continue to look for opportunities to upgrade our fleet as members have requested at 
recent AGMs. 
 
There should be some public news soon regarding the provision of hangar sites at 
the airport. Whilst we have registered interest in acquiring the clubhouse site, we are 
midway through the first lease extension and have a further five years on a following 
extension. The current rental is inexpensive and the economical solution at this time 
is to opt for the lease extensions.  
 
The third club competition held in April saw a good attendance of 14. Results for the 
500ft circuit, right hand seat, forced landings were very competitive with Richard 
Wilson 100, Trevor Sheehan 98, Gary Tonkin 97. Glen Garousse acted as judge 
while Ashley Sky competed.  
 
Afterwards we had a farewell barbecue for Ashley and he was presented with some 
mementos of his instructing career at MRAC. 
 
 
Richard Wilson 
President 

 

 

Australian Light Aircraft                                    
Championships 
 
Echuca Aero Club March 2010 
 

Overall Champion 
 
 1. Peta Garnaut RACWA       285.87 
 2. Rod Garnaut RACWA        253.04 
 3. Andrew Eldridge RWCWA 240.20 
 4. Richard Wilson MRAC       224.88 
 8. Glen Garousse MRAC       184.79 
14. Gary Tonkin MRAC          107.37 
 

Spot Landing 
 
 1. Mal Steane ACST                 100.00 
 2. Jim Di Menna RACWA           97.11 
 3. Bill Storok MRAC                   96.03 
 8. Richard Wilson MRAC           82.31 
13. David Turner MRAC             74.73 
15. Glen Garousse MRAC          68.59 
19. Gary Tonkin MRAC               61.01 
25. Trevor Sheehan MRAC         50.18 
 

Forced Landing 
 
 1. Peta Garnaut RACWA         100.00 
 2. Paul Canavan RVAC             72.69 
 3. Richard Wilson MRAC           60.77 
14. Glen Garousse MRAC          31.54 
18. Trevor Sheehan MRAC        20.38 
26. Bill Storok MRAC                  00.00 
27. Gary Tonkin MRAC               00.00 
30. David Turner MRAC              00.00 
 

Streamer Cutting 
 
 1. Rod Garnaut RACWA           100.00 
 2. Ed Ten ACST                          99.06 
 3. Peta Garnaut RACWA            95.98 
 6. Glen Garousse MRAC            84.66 
 9. Richard Wilson MRAC            78.18 
11 Gary Tonkin MRAC                46.36 
 
 
Overall Champion 
. Peta Garnaut RACWA       285.87

.  
From Left Trevor Sheehan, Ashley Sky, Gary Tonkin, Bill Storok, Marj Davis,  

Glen Garousse, Richard Wilson and  David Turner 
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JHK TO ECHUCA    

By Trevor Sheehan 

 

ALACôs time had arrived once again and both the MRAC teams were ready to do battle at Echuca.  The weeks leading up to 
the event were taken up with flight training and the administrative preparations needed to support our travel, accommodation 
and aircraft requirements. 

Gary Tonkin and I volunteered to be the ferry pilots to take JHK to Echuca for the competition.  Gary being the newest PPL 
pilot volunteered to do the flight planning, probably because he thought I had most likely forgotten how to do it.  The last 
minute effort by Richard Wilson to have the MTOW for JHK increased to 795kg helped to provide more flexibility in route 
planning.  Even so, the maximum landing weight is still 759kg and this required a fuel burn of 38kg (53litres) or around two 
hours flying if take off is at 795 MTOW.  

I ran a couple of potential routes through my Air Nav VFR Flight planner to ascertain the broad parameters for distance, fuel  
and time requirements.  After discussing the suggested routes with Ashley Sky we finally decided on Taree, Maitland, 
Mudgee, Lake Burrendong, Orange, Cowra, Temora, Narrandera and finally Echuca. 

Although ALAC activities did not commence until Wednesday 17
th
 March we decided to depart on Monday 15

th
 to ensure that 

JHK was in Echuca by no later than Wednesday afternoon as practice was to begin first thing on Thursday. 

Preparation for our departure was all completed, however as no fuel was available at Taree, Gary flew JHK to Port Macquarie 
on Sunday to refuel.   This allowed for an early start on Monday.  With the flight notification submitted we departed at 
0800hours with PIC Gary in the driversô seat.  Once airborne it soon became obvious that our planned route down the inland 
lane to Maitland was not going to happen due to low cloud.  
Gary then diverted coastal to Knobbys Head after clearance 
from Willy Clearance Delivery, then direct to Maitland where we 
refueled. 

At Maitland we changed seats for the next leg to Orange over 
flying Mudgee.  Our route from Maitland was via Singleton to 
ensure we cleared the Restricted Area (R532AB) at the 
Singleton Army field firing range.  When you consider that 
mortar bombs can attain heights of up to 6000ft depending on 
the elevation of the weapon, it makes good sense to give it a 
wide berth. 

Flying at 5500ôon top of cloud there were very few holes through 
which we could descend, becoming even fewer as we 
progressed.  We were on the verge of turning back when further 
west it started to clear.  Shortly after that we were in scattered 
cloud with good visibility.  The further west we flew the better the 
conditions became. 

Although our plan was to over fly Mudgee, a geriatric member of the crew who shall remain nameless but was PIC at the time 
declared a faulty bladder which required further investigation.  A quick in flight decision was taken to land at Mudgee for a 
comfort stop.  Bloody bladders and old age!!!. 

Gary took over as PIC for the leg to Orange.  Flying at 5500ôunder scattered cloud the flight was very pleasant.  The landing at 
Orange was uneventful and at an altitude of 3100ôit was a new experience for both of us.  After refueling we enjoyed a coffee 
break   and snack with the local maintenance guy. 

The next leg with myself as PIC was to Temora, the home of the Air Museum and now NATFLY, again at 5500ôwith good 
visibility.  The terrain had now changed to flat, green and 
cultivated fields and navigation proved to be no problem. This was 
a welcome sight after the tiger country we had been flying over to 
that time.  Having a multitude of emergency landing fields 
available certainly makes for more relaxed flying.  We refueled 
again for the final leg and again as at Orange, we had to use a 
cedit card as Shell/BP cards were not accepted. 

The final leg to Echuca with Gary as PIC proved to be a repetition 
of the flying conditions on the previous leg.  We over flew 
Narrandera and arrived at Echuca at 1530hrs. Total VDO time was 
7.6 hours.  Once again we continued to be impressed with the 
performance of JHK.  I did think it would be a long uncomfortable 
trip but this did not prove to be the case.  Whenever the time 
comes to replace JHK the task will be a formidable one indeed.   
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Overall navigation proved to be quite easy and although we used the GPS to confirm our visual navigation everything went 
according to plan.  At no time were we unsure of our position.  The GPS is now so reliable and accurate one would be remiss 
not to appreciate and take advantage of the enhanced capability, quick response and additional safety provided by the 
equipment.   

ALAC proved to be a very interesting and worthwhile experience.  Richard Wilson arranged the accommodation for most of 
the team, in two bedroom cabins adjacent to each other.  This proved to be a great asset when early starts and late nights 
were the order of the day.  Special mention must go to Bill Storok  who assumed the role of resident team comedian keeping 
everyone entertained throughout our stay.   

Flying conditions at Echuca proved to be a little daunting for some of the 
less experienced flyers.  Thermals had most pilots scratching their 
heads for answers and when coupled with tail wind landings the more 
experienced pilots shone.  It was good to see Richard and Bill do so 
well.  

At the conclusion of the ALACôs we prepared for the return flight to 
Taree.  We decided to take the more direct route home to save some 
time, Echuca, Temora, Orange, Maitland then Taree.  Flying conditions 
were excellent for the return flight, landing only to refuel or change pilots.  
Flight time for the return was 6.9 hours, considerably faster than the 
flight down.  Gary did an excellent job on flight planning for the whole 
journey.   

Overall it was an excellent week.  Pilots really are a privileged lot to be 
able to experience the challenges of flying and the companionship of 
good people is to be treasured* 

  

Bill Storok  

M.R.A.C.  SOCIAL HAPPENINGS.  

 
 Dear Club Members 

 
 
Planning is progressing well for the Manning River Aero Clubôs 50

th
 Anniversary to be held at Club Taree on 

Saturday evening the 21
st
  August 2010.  We will commence to take bookings for this event from the 15th May 2010 

and this can be done by contacting the club on 65539301.  An attendance register will be set up, so get in early and 
book your table for this one off event as interest has been strong to date.  As we need definite numbers prior to the 
evening for catering purposes we would ask if you could pay when making your booking.      MRAC Club account 
details will be provided at the time of booking for those who wish to use Internet Banking, cash, cheque or card if 
booking and paying at the club.  
For $53.00 per head you will receive a quality three course dinner with tea and coffee as required.  Of course for 
those wishing to purchase wine and other drinks can do so at very competitive club prices. 
We are looking to contact former members who may like to relive the old days so if you know, see or hear from any 
of these, let them know and encourage their attendance.    
 
For those of you who may have forgotten or  havenôt made your way out to the club for some time, the Friday 
afternoon BBQ,  meet, greet and raffle is still operating.   This is a great way to keep in contact with current and 
new club members and happenings so try and make it out as often as you can.  Your support of these activities 
ultimately goes toward the improvement of facilities of your club.  Our new Instructor, Peter Sikora commences 
work with the club as and from the 11

th
 May 2010.  Please come out and meet him and make yourself known. 

 
Ashley Skyôs final day as Chief Pilot Instructor was a sad one to say the least and he was farewelled by many of his 
students and members of the club at a Saturday afternoon BBQ. 
We wish Ashley and his family well out at Dubbo where he will now be based working for AirLink.  Given his local 
connections I am sure we will still see Ashley out and about at the club from time to time. 
 
Just a quick heads up re the clubôs annual Wings Presentation Night.  It is to be held on Friday the 26

th
 November 

2010.  The venue has changed this year and it will now be held at Club Taree.  With a larger venue and more 
convenient parking plus the opportunity to utilize the club bus for transport to and from home we anticipate more 
members will take advantage of  what this new venue has to offer. 
 
Regards 
Laurie Easter 
Social Director    
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AIRCRAFT 
REPORT 
 

JHK 
Usage:  
March 
Total 67.6 
Private 43 
Training 19.8 
 
April 
Total 33.2 
Private 11.6 
Training 19.1 
 

Maintenance Completed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HT M 
Usage:  
March 
Total 21.2 
Private 4.1 
Training 12.8 
 
April 
Total 7.8 
Private 0 
Training 7.1 
 

Maintenance Completed 

Engine Replaced.  

Hawker Pacific Blue 

Seal Engine 

Com 1 is out of the 

aircraft for repairs 
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Dear members  
 
Another ALAC"s gone by, it was great to see all my friends/competitors I only see once a year. 
 
 Echuca aero club greeted all of us with over whelming hospitality. The event was very professionally organized. The only 
complaint for the entire competition was the wind direction for the forced landing. I donôt think they could have done much 
about that. 
 Competitors, air judges and friends travelled great distances. It was great to see the Tasmanian competitors turn up in great 
numbers. They flew over Bass Straight in their 172, Musketeer and Ricks new twin Partianavia, 
 
The Partenavia P.68 is an Italian six-seat, twin-engine, high-
wing monoplane built by Partenavia and later Vulcanair. 
Designed by Professor Luigi Pascale and originally put into 
production in 1972, it was intended for private or business 
use but has also seen use as both training and a transport 
aircraft. It was originally named the Victor, although this 
name was not used for the production aircraft. The P.68 
Observer, which was an Italian/German development, has a 
transparent nose for use in police work and observation 
duties. 
 
Thanks to Latrobe Valley Aero club for allowing cross hire 
there 152 and ferrying it to Echuca, for MRACs second 
team.  
Thanks to Greg from Southern Aero Club of Tasmania for 
ferrying the 152 back to Latrobe Valley for us, and thanks 
to the boys waiting for Greg to arrive so they could continue 
their flight onto Tassie, 
 

Echuca is a great place to visit, on the NSW and Vic boarder right on 
the Murray river, a must to do is take a ride on one of the many 
paddle boats. 
 

 
 
 Congratulations to all our pilots who competed, they represented the Manning River Aero Club well. 
 
Club competitions have seen good numbers this year. Remember Student Pilots, GFPT, and PPl are all welcome to 
compete. If you have never competed before come along, we are a friendly bunch and would like you to attend. If you are 
unsure please contact me and I will gladly help any-one with questions phone 0427509307. 
 
 I would like to organize a one day fly away. If you have any suggestions on destinations please phone or email me. 
 
Safe flying and call me if I can be of any assistance. 
 
Glen Garousse  
 

�&�O�X�E���&�D�S�W�D�L�Q�¶�V���5�H�S�R�U�W 
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