Manning River Aero Club Newsletter – September 2008


                                                                             ________________________________________________________________________________________________________


PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

The Club is humming away very nicely at present. We have several new students learning to fly and this of course means new members and more activity around the Club.  Ashley is booked out for weeks ahead and is literally running but still manages to keep a smile on his face most (all) of the time.

Ashley is enjoying his role and it shows. He is most enthusiastic and is continually coming up with new ideas for promotion etc.

Private Hire is an area that needs more support from members.  We have our few stalwarts that fly regularly but we could do with more private hire hours.  Remember the more hours flown the cheaper the flying rates will be.  

FLYING TRAINING

Our flying training under the AOC of the Royal Newcastle Aero Club is working well.  Ashley is doing all the instructing and when the students are ready he recommends them to Anthony Moor the CFI for their flight tests.  Anthony drives up from Newcastle and conducts these tests from Taree.  

RAAus

As was mentioned in our last newsletter we can now operate as a RAAus School under the OC of Anthony Moor the CFI of Royal Newcastle Aero Club. 

Before RAAus flying training can commence at Taree Ashley will have to obtain his RAAus Pilot’s licence and then his Instructor Rating.  RAAus operate under a totally different system to that of General Aviation and have totally different requirements.

Ashley will be travelling to Newcastle early this month to gain his Pilot’s licence.  He will then have to accumulate the required hours before he can get his Instructor Rating.

This is all frustrating and time consuming but unfortunately there are no short cuts available even though he has his GA Instructor Rating.

AGEING FLEET

The Committee is well aware that our Aircraft are in the ageing fleet category and is at present looking at a replacement policy.   There comes a time when the maintenance costs outweigh the cost of purchasing later model aircraft.  New aircraft would possibly be out of our reach but updating to newer aircraft maybe a possibility.  

A comprehensive report will be completed to present to our members at our AGM in October.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING      
The AGM date has been set for Tuesday 31 October 2008 at 7.00pm in the Club Rooms.  Notice of Meeting will be sent out with Audited Financial Statements before the AGM.

NSW COUNTRY FIRE AUTHORITY

The NSW Country Fire Authority hires our Club Rooms to hold training seminars.  We have just had a week of firemen and women not only using our Club Rooms but also flying around Taree in some very interesting aircraft and helicopters.

Not only is this income for the Club but also it is always an interesting week with much flying activity.

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

The Aero Club continues to open its’ doors to our local community.  

Ken Sanders has recently shown two groups of Wingham Pre-School children over the Club House and of course the planes.  To see the wonderment and pleasure on their faces after sitting in the aircraft makes this all worthwhile.

A group from Manning Valley Anglican College also visited and were also excited to see our aircraft and hear how we operate.

We will continue to welcome groups to our Club.

VALE PAT HEATHWOOD

We were very sad at the recent passing of Pat Heathwood friend of former Committee Member Stuart Jacobs.

Pat and Stuart took over the caring of the garden at the Club.  She planted many new shrubs and worked extremely hard to get it into shape and then maintaining it on a regular basis.

Pat was a very practical lady and a great helper at the Club.  We will miss her.  Our deepest sympathy is extended to Stuart.

FLYING SAFARI IN U.S.

I have just returned from five weeks flying around the U.S.  The Safari was organised and run by Bernie Sarroff AOM who is an ATO (Independent Testing Officer) and formerly the CFI for many years at the Royal Newcastle Aero Club. 

Twenty eight people in eleven aircraft were in the safari.  Twenty seven Ozzies and one from Quebec Canada.  

We flew commercially into Chicago and commenced and finished the safari from Du Page Airport in Chicago.  We landed at Niagara Falls, Boston, New York, Washington DC, Memphis and St Louis along with a few unscheduled stops due to weather.  

I found the flying in US not much different to Australia except for a few phrases in control zones (and we flew into many).  What I was amazed at is that we did not have to have any security checks like here in Australia and on departing New York we flew at 1200ft up the Hudson River metres from the tall skyscrapers and Ground Zero and then past the Statue of Liberty.

The Air traffic controllers all loved the Ozzie accent and wanted to talk to us more than was necessary I suspect.

It was a truly wonderful experience and I am not quite down to earth yet.  We all hope to return in the near future and Island hop through the Carribean.  Sounds like winning Lotto is the way to go!

AWARDS PRESENTATION NIGHT

This will be held at the Waterfront Room Exchange Hotel on Friday 28th November 2008.  Please keep this date free and come along and support the Club and the Pilots’ that have achieved during the year.

Cyril Lewis, our Treasurer, was awarded the Federation Award at the Conference of The Royal Federation of Aero Clubs of Australia in May this year.  The award is given to recognise members who make a contribution to their club over and above what could normally be expected.  Cyril has certainly done this over many years and we congratulate him on receiving this prestigious award.  He will be presented with his award at the Awards Night.

We would love to see more old members come and meet our new members and make them feel welcome.  A great time to do this is on Saturday afternoons and on Competition Days.

We will be having a few more Competition Days in the next two months as catch ups – see Bronte’s Club Captain Report.

Happy and safe flying

Marj Davis President

_______________________________________________________________________________________

e-mail address
Do you have an e-mail address but have not given it to the club?
Sometimes we need to contact members at short notice and the good old snail mail is not quick enough to get the message out to you. An example of this is the extra flying competition to be held on Saturday 20th September.

So if you have an e-mail address please let us know what it is so we can keep you informed of what is happening at the club.

The club e-mail is mrac@ceinternet.com.au.

CHIEF PILOT”S REPORT

Over view of operations -

What a great past month or so for flight training with the PPL(A) pass of Trevor Sheehan 20/6/08 and Peter Cross 19/7/08, First Solo for Beau Harper 16/7/08 well done gentlemen. With the prospect of RAA beginning soon, this will facilitate the availability of additional aircraft for hire so please feel free to call me regarding any information and RAA conversions. 

Aircraft -

Aircraft JHK and HTM have had a good work out over the last month or so with both aircraft requiring their 100hrly within the month. The ADF in the Archer has become unserviceable till further notice, so please check the MR prior to flight. The condition of the seat coverings in the 152 has deteriorated so please take care when entering and exiting the aircraft.

RAAUS -

I will have completed the conversion training with Anthony Moor our CFI by mid September, therefore RAA training will be able to be commenced ASAP form that time, please see me regarding RAA and the conditions.

Safety and Airmanship -

It has come to my attention that the occurrence of runway incursion has increased over the preceding months. Although the club has maintained a good level of safety, awareness and airmanship in this regard it is always prudent to deal with the situation as it arises. It is a matter of airmanship and common sense that the rules of the air are complied with e.g. priority in the circuit, entering and back tracking on the opposite runway to the active circuit, obstruction of inbound high performance aircraft and aircraft that are stationary within the gable markers of the runway or holding on the active runway with aircraft on approach to land. Each of these issues has occurred. I will examine each event as follows. 

The priority of the circuit is in favour of the aircraft in the air, not the aircraft taxiing for or on the runway. Priority is to be given to the aircraft that is established on a 5nm Final or in the Base position which ever is established first as per the AIP, If you are taxiing for the runway you must given way without entering the runway to the approaching aircraft. 

Aircraft conducting a circuit or on approach to land for the duty runway will suggest the direction of the departure runway, depending of course on the wind. Departing in the opposite direction to the duty runway is not suggested or considered good airmanship. Be clear with your intentions in your radio broadcast. 

The consideration for high performance aircraft in the circuit should not be taken lightly. We have a responsibility to exercise command judgement when assessing the performance of the aircraft in the circuit and inbound. The RPT will give addition inbound information regarding distance and time to the circuit or if they are conducting a straight in approach. Please use common sense and do not play Russian Roulette with these aircraft, you will not win. Give them space. 

Aircraft that are within the gable markers or, are stationary on the runway will require the approaching aircraft to give way and go-around. It is unacceptable to land while there is an aircraft within the boundaries of the runway. You have no option but to go-around even if the other aircraft suggests that it is safe to land. It is illegal. Again, if the aircraft on the runway is not ready for take off prior to entering the runway, then it should not enter the runway until the pilot is satisfied they are ready. Remember to give way to the circuit traffic as discussed.

Command Judgement and common sense- 

CTAF procedures are to be complied with at all times not when it suits you. These procedures are design for safety of operation.





Engine management – 

REMINDER, the aircraft are old.  

Please take your time prior to doing your run up, the aircraft need time to warm up before you run up, allow the engine temperature to read in the green before increasing the throttle  

Remember - 

Strobes and Transponder ON at the holding point before entering the runway.

Strobes and Transponder OFF at the holding point after exiting the runway.








“Take care in the air”









Ashley Sky cp
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CLUB CAPTAIN’S COLUMN

We had yet another competition cancellation in September with a Taree TAF almost identical to June: “FM00 200G30KT” and “SEVERE TURB BELOW 5000”. Only turbulence had been upgraded from moderate.

This means we have had only five comps so far this year, with three more scheduled on September 20, October 11 and November 1. (Whilst the September 20 and November 1 dates were not originally scheduled, they have been slotted in to make up for some of the cancellations.)

It was good to see some new faces topping the leader board in July and August. Trevor Sheehan won the forced spot landing from 1500’ in July with a score of 96 and Bill Storok broke through with a win of the instrument circuit with spot landing in August.  His score was 87. Congratulations to them both.

At this stage, the qualifying leaders for the 2009 ALACs team are Mike Tulk, Richard Wilson and David Turner.

Tiffany Crane has the second highest average score.  Well done, Tiff.  Unfortunately she will only get in five comps this year, if she flies in the next three.

The night flying competition on the winter solstice was a huge success with 15 participants. First place was taken out jointly by Marj Davis (as you would expect, she being the only competitor to hold an instrument rating) and Richard Wilson (as you would expect, he being the only competitor to hold the night VFR rating).

The Mudgee flyaway was cancelled due to Harvey Norman, i.e. no interest.

Turning to the competition scheduled for 20 September, let’s have a big turnout. I expect Ashley will opt for the right hand seat, short field take-off, figure 8 circuit with spot landing.  Because we want to follow on with a barbeque and a few grogs, the competition will start at 1500 hours instead of 1300 hours. Briefing will be at 1430.

 Meantime, have lots of enjoyable and safe flights!

Bronte Dupen

Secretary’s Report

New Members

June 08       R Saunders (F).    

August 08   David Cini, Peter Jones, Roy Summerfield, Jonathon Hedditch, M ark Northam, 
Gary Tonkin (F), Henry Sowa (S).

Membership is now 8 Hon Life, 74 Flying, 11 Social, Total 99.

Committee issues 

Chicken & Prawn Night

Is now a barbecue to be held after the extra flying competition on 20th September and in lieu of afternoon tea, with later start for competition at 15:00 hrs.

AGM
Meeting set for 21Oct 08, 19:00 hrs at the clubhouse. 

 Richard Wilson, Secretary
__________________________________________________________
From the Editor

· Deadline for articles for the last 2008 newsletter is
30th November 

Articles may be e-mailed to me on www.davidnturner@bigpond.com or, given to Ashley at the aero club.
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Don’t forget the extra flying competitions

Saturday 20th September

and

Saturday 1st November
Come along and have a go – you will enjoy it































________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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