Manning River Aero Club Newsletter – September  2007


                                                                             ________________________________________________________________________________________________________


PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

Welcome back to David Turner our Newsletter Editor and his wife Ann who have been traveling around Australia in their caravan since early May. They both seem to be busier than ever since David’s retirement.

FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR YEAR TO 30TH JUNE 2007

We are disappointed in our results for the year ended 30 June 2007 coming in at a small loss of $3562.00 compared to a small profit made last financial year.

Our concern is still with Private Flying and HTM again not meeting our expectations.

So we need more of our members flying even if only in the local area.  Three take off and landings in the prior three months will keep you current to take up passengers.

Our Treasurer Cyril Lewis will explain more about the Financials at our Annual General Meeting.

FLYING TRAINING CONFERENCE AND ALACS 2008

I am very pleased to announce that both these events will be held in Taree in May 2008 with the Manning River Aero Club Inc being the host.

Provisional Programme 5th – 11th May

Monday 5th  – 6.00 pm Welcome BBQ at Club Rooms

Tuesday 8th – RFACA Flying Training Conference – Taree  -Wingham Race Club

Tuesday 8th – 6.30 pm Conference         

Dinner – venue to be decided

Wednesday 9th – Conference continues

Thursday 10th  – Practice Day ALACs

Thursday 10th  – Mayoral Reception for 



     Competitors

Friday 11th   – ALACs Competition

Friday 11th   -  6.00pm BBQ Club Rooms

Saturday 12th  – ALACs Competition

Saturday 12th evening – ALAC’s presentation Dinner – Taree-Wingham Race Club

Sunday - Departures

As you can see it will be a very big full on week with many members required to assist in making this a very memorable occasion.

As we will be catering for breakfasts on two days lunches for three days as well as BBQ’s, ground judges and marshals etc., there will be a job, big or small,  for everyone.

More to come in our next Newsletter but keep these dates free and join in the excitement of  this week.

RFACA Learn to Fly Scholarship 

Competition 2007/2008

This competition is again generously being sponsored by Airservices Australia and commences on 1st October 2007 and finishes on 14 April 2008.  

The winners will be announced on Tuesday 6th May 2008.

There are FOUR prizes to be won, in the one competition, to the value of $6000 each.  Your odds of winning are very high.  The Manning River Aero Club has had an entrant win in each competition in the last two years. One has completed his flying and the other is flying with us at the moment to finish his scholarship.

You must be 16 years of age by 14th  April 2008 and the flying must be completed within 12 months of announcement of winners.

Entry is a Trial Introductory Flight at our Club for a cost of $95.00.

Don’t miss out call Trevor now!  Gift Vouchers are available.

RFACA FLYING TRAINING CONFERENCE -  BUNDABERG QLD 2007

The conference was held this year in May in Bundaberg.  The speakers were from several Government organizations -Greg Russell CEO Airservices Australia, Shane Carmody Deputy CEO CASA, Arch Van Dogen Check & training Captain of Virgin Airlines, many CASA personnel and the ATSB etc.  

The highlight of the Conference for many was a visit to the Camit Pty Ltd factory, which makes and assembles engines for Jabiru.  It was difficult to get everyone to leave they were so fascinated by it all.  We then went on to the Jabiru Factory where they make and assemble the Jabiru.  Trevor Potter our CFI made sure he had a trial flight in one.

Arch Van Dogen from Virgin gave us an insight into what is happening in their airline.  He said that at present they have 550 pilots and it is predicted they will need 900 by the end of 2009. They operate approximately 47-48 Boeing 737’s (another 5 or 6 in NZ).  By the end of next year they expect to increase this by another 6 aircraft and 20 more regional jets by the end of 2009.

So now is the time to get a CPL and instructor rating to replace all our young instructors in the training industry that will go to the airlines.

Greg Vaughan, Group General Manager, General Aviation Operations Group, CASA was a key speaker.  He spoke about self-administration and said that where appropriate CASA will look at organizations to administer on their own behalf.  War Birds have just become self administrating and General Aviation will be considered next.

It was again very disappointing that CASA are not further down the track with their Regulatory Reform Program especially with Parts 61 and 91 probably not going to be completed until 2009.  

Part 61 will reduce administration and therefore it should have flown on cost benefits to the industry.

Licensing.  Under Part 61 ratings will be perpetual and subject to a flight review in the same way as flight reviews are required for licences now.  With Licence structure, instead of separate licences for each category (eg Commercial Pilots or helicopter licence) under Part 61 they will be the same eg CPL with different categories listed.

As part of the Part 61 concept, Flight reviews are about making a positive contribution to safety, improving skills and knowledge and not about flight tests.

It will also make available greater flexibility in the instructor rating by allowing instructors to do specialised training that they can’t do in the current system.

We wait with bated breath for Part 61.
WINGS INTERNATIONAL 2007

BUNDABERG QLD 

This event between Australia and New Zealand and began in 1992.  It is held alternately in Australia and New Zealand.  The winners of the Australian Light Aircraft Championships and the New Zealand Nationals compete in this event and is hotly contested by both countries.

We are very pleased to announce that Australia won this year in Bundaberg. This makes it nine times for Australia and six for NZ.   It will be held again in NZ in February 2008.

ALAC’S 2007 – BUNDABERG QLD
       

We had a great week in Bundaberg with perfect weather all week and the friendly hospitality of the Bundaberg Aero Club made them the perfect hosts.

Our team this year was Michael Tulk, Richard Wilson and David Turner. 

They all acquitted themselves very well with the Team coming 9th.

Michael Tulk again won the Spot  Landing and will be representing Australia in NZ in February 2008.  This will be the third time Michael will be competing for Australia. A great achievement Michael, congratulations.

OSHKOSH 

Trevor Potter our CFI and Peter Disher a member of our Club flew over to Oshkosh for ten days and haven’t stopped talking about the experience since.

Trevor came back excited about the new Cessna Skycatcher.  It has many similarities to an earlier C150 using a 100hp, Continental 0-200.  It has two hinged doors that open upwards and clip on to the wing.  It has the sloping back of the early C150 but with a narrow window fitted for some rear vision.  It has a price of US$109,500.

Could be an affordable opportunity for the GA training industry.

CONCLUSION

Don’t forget our Saturday afternoon afternoon teas with cake and conversation.  All members and families are welcome to a casual afternoon.

Happy and safe flying

Marj Davis
President

_______________________________________________________________________________________

CHIEF FLYING INSTRUCTOR’S REPORT

AIRCRAFT ACCIDENTS INVOLVING PRIVATE OPERATIONS
The Australian Transport Safety Bureau recently prepared a report on the above subject covering the period 2001-2005.

The report found that the accident rate for private aircraft operations was higher than the rates for flying training, charter and other aerial work and typically second only to aerial agriculture. Private flying refers to flying conducted for the purposes of recreation or personal transport.

The private pilot licence is the most common licence type in Australia (15,999 as at 31 December 2005) and accounts for around half of all current pilot licences. In 2005, fixed-wing piston engine aircraft (average age of about 30 years) accounted for 93.0 per cent of general aviation hours flown.

The average time flown by private pilots in fixed-wing aircraft in 2005 was 22.3 hours per year. Landing was the most prominent phase of flight for accidents involving fixed-wing aircraft, accounting for half (50.4 per cent) of all accidents.

Accidents during the approach and initial climb phases are particularly dangerous as the aircraft is operated nearer to the stall speed and at a height from which recovery may not be possible should control be lost.

Operational factors accounted for 68.1 per cent of fixed-wing accidents while mechanical and aerodrome/airways facilities accounted for 29.1 per cent and 2.8 per cent respectively. Hard landings were common although no fatal injuries resulted from this type of accident.

The accident rate for private operations has generally declined over the five years examined in the report. However, actual flying activity for some of the approximately 16,000 private pilots in Australia could be relatively low. For those pilots, the opportunities to improve flying skills, especially in the approach and landing phases where accidents are most frequent, are limited.

The conclusions of the report tend to indicate that some pilots who are flying infrequently should consider refresher training before solo flight even though they may meet prescribed recency and aeroplane flight review requirements.

Safe flying

TREVOR POTTER   
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Trevor, trying-out the new Cessna 162 Skycatcher at Oshkosh
Photo Peter Disher

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CLUB CAPTAIN’S COLUMN

Members,

The 2007 competition season is drawing to a close.  With eight down and one to go, the Treva Weeks Memorial Team for the 2008 ALACs is almost set.  Mike Tulk has won six of the comps outright so he is a certainty for inclusion.  Well done and congratulations Mike.

I missed last Saturday’s competition due to family commitments in Newcastle – Mike Tulk and Ken Sanders shared line honours.  I have been told that all six competitors, in a disappointing and the lowest turn out for the year, scored 100% in the air!  Were you asleep, Trevor?

THE LAST COMPETITION FOR THE YEAR IS ON OCTOBER 6 AT CAMDEN HAVEN.  BRIEFING WILL BE AT 1030 HOURS for commencement at 1045 hours.  Let’s have a big turn out for what promises to be a fun day. Weather is guaranteed.  And bring a picnic lunch.

Whilst your diary is open, note the annual general meeting of Club members is to be held on Monday, October 8.  Come along. This is your opportunity to offer yourself for election to the Management Committee.  Also, we will be talking about future directions for the Club, including aircraft, and this will be your opportunity to have a say. 

Safe aviating and social intercourse!
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 NOTICES  FROM OTHER CLUBS
Manning River Aero Club members are cordially invited to join the following events:

Hastings District Flying Club

“Fly and Spy”

(observation trial)

a fun team event involving a one hour flight in the Port Macquarie area

Saturday, 8 September

Over $700 in prizes!

Entry fee: $10 per aircraft

A presentation dinner will follow. Cost $20
Royal Newcastle Aero Club

“Wings & Wheels Open Day”

All local flying fraternities invited, including Luskintyre Tiger Moths

Sunday, 14 October

The Great Eastern Fly-In

at Evans Head Memorial Aerodrome

28 – 31 December

Members interested in participating in any of the above - perhaps we can put some teams together - contact Club Captain Bronte Dupen at work on 6592 5303 or at home on 6556 1125.  

From the Editor

· Deadline for articles for the last 2007 newsletter is
30th November 

Articles may be e-mailed to me on www.davidnturner@bigpond.com (note the new e-mail address) or, given to Trevor Potter to pass on to me. 

Any article you send by e-mail please attach it to the e-mail don’t write the article as the e-mail. We are limited in including photos with articles as they do not reproduce well in hard copies we send members who do not have access to e-mail or the web. Lots of photos also cause download problems for members who do not have broadband. That said we can include some photos.

We are looking for articles on anything to do with aviation or people in aviation.
· If you have access to e-mail and the web please let Trevor Potter, Marj Davis or I know so that we can e-mail you when a new newsletter is available rather than send you a copy. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Club members at ALACs 

L-R Richard Wilson, David Turner, Manuel Zaunders, Trevor Potter, Bill Storik and Michael Tulk
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Michael Tulk winning the Australia New Zealand Spot landing competition.
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