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                                                                             ________________________________________________________________________________________________________


PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

We have been having a very busy time of late with monthly competitions recommencing and a fly away to the RAAF Base at Williamtown which I am sure our Club Captain Bronte Dupen will tell you more about in this issue.

We also had a very successful Safety Seminar at the Club with over forty people attending.  The seminar was followed by a BBQ, which was free to those attending, and was sponsored by CASA.

We are hopeful that we will have more of these in the not too distant future.  No matter how experienced we are we can always learn or be reminded of something.  General Aviation has had and continues to have an ever changing environment.  With airspace, radio procedures, entry to circuits etc all changing in the past few years we need these seminars to keep current especially if we are not flying all that often.

MEMBERSHIP FEES:

Some members have not as yet renewed their membership.  Please advise the Club if you wish to discontinue to save the Club the cost of postage in sending accounts to you.

After next month the Committee has the right to cancel unpaid members so don’t let this happen to you.

The Club needs members support so please assist us and pay your dues.


RFACA Learn to Fly Scholarship Competition

This competition is generously sponsored by Airservices Australia and closes on 9th April 2007.

So hurry and tell your friends about it as there is not much time left.

There are FOUR prizes to be won, in the one competition, to the value of $6000 each.  Your odds of winning are very high.  The Manning River Aero Club had a member win last year and he is flying with us at the moment to finish his scholarship.

You must be 16 years of age by 30th April 2007 and the flying must be completed within 12 months of announcement of winners.

Entry requirement is a Trial Introductory Flight at our Club for a cost of $95.00.

Don’t miss out call Trevor now!  Gift Vouchers are available.

RFACA FLYING TRAINING CONFERENCE -  BUNDABERG QLD

This conference is held annually in a different state and is the only flying training conference of its type in Australia.

It is a unique opportunity for CFI’s and Managers of Aero Clubs and Flying Schools to meet with the speakers, which will be from CASA, Airservices Australia, ATSB, DOTARS etc.  The Hon Mark Vaile MP has been invited to open the Conference.

This year it is being held in Bundaberg Queensland and Trevor Potter our CFI will be attending with his wife Judy on behalf of the MRAC.

WINGS INTERNATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP – BUNDABERG QLD

This event is a flying competition between Australia and New Zealand and began in 1992.  It is held alternately in Australia and New Zealand.  The winners of the Australian Light Aircraft Championships and the New Zealand Nationals compete in this event and is hotly contested by both countries.

MRAC is very proud and pleased that our member Michael Tulk will be representing Australia in this competition in Bundaberg in the Spot Landing.  Michael not only won this event in the ALAC’s last year at Toowoomba but he was also the Overall Champion of the ALAC’s.  

This is the second time Michael has represented Australia in The Wings.  Last time he competed in NZ in 2002 in the Forced Landing event, which he won for Australia.  

 We wish Michael all the very best of luck and hope he returns with his second medal for Australia.

ALAC’S – BUNDABERG QLD
       

The Australian Light Aircraft Championships are the only National Flying event of their type, encompassing all facets of powered aircraft flying.  They were first held in 1957 and therefore it is a very special event this year being the 50th year of its’ existence.

The ALAC’s events consist of Spot Landing, Forced Landing, Streamer Cutting, Formation Flying and Aerobatics.

Competition flying is a proven method of improving a pilot’s standards and maintaining currency and this is why the MRAC has club competitions monthly.  

The first three place getters in our competitions form the Treva Weeks Memorial Team and represent our Club at the ALAC’s each year.  Each member of the team is sponsored to the amount of $500 each by the Club and therefore is a prize well worth winning.

Our team this year is Michael Tulk, Richard Wilson and David Turner. 

We wish them all the best of luck and safe flying and of course hope they bring back the trophies.

AUSTRALIAN INTERNATIONAL AIRSHOW:  AVALON  VICTORIA

Just in case you weren’t aware the Avalon Airshow is on again in March 2007. 

Trade Days are Tuesday 20 to Thursday 22 March all day and open to the Public Friday 23 – Sunday 25 March.  There will be flying displays each day from 1400hrs culminating with a Night Alight finale.

The Show will feature the latest development in aviation, aerospace and defence, the theme of the event will be “Breaking the Barriers”.

If you have the time to go I am sure you will not be disappointed.

ACTION AGENDA FOR GENERAL AVIATION INDUSTRY:

Late last year the Government announced a major initiative aimed at promoting the growth, diversity and export potential of the Australian General Aviation Industry.  The then Minister for Transport Warren Truss initiated the idea.

The primary purpose of Action Agendas is to promote industry leadership and, in helping industries develop strategies for growth, agree on priorities and make commitments to change.

Mr Truss has selected the Industry Action Agenda Leaders Group and I am honoured to have been selected along with seven other general aviation industry people.  This group is to drive the Industry Action Agenda.

The Hon Mark Vaile now will continue with this group.  It is strongly believed that industry-developed and driven solutions produce better outcomes and will lead to a much stronger general aviation industry.

I am sure you will be hearing more from me on this in the near future.


CONCLUSION
Don’t forget our Saturday afternoon tea with cake and conversation.  All members and families are welcome to a casual afternoon.

Happy and safe flying

Marj Davis

President

_____________________________________________________________________________________



Please note 
There is a 15 kph speed limit

on the road outside the clubhouse.
CHIEF FLYING INSTRUCTOR’S REPORT

RADIO BROADCASTS

Regional Express (Rex) Airlines has now commenced operations at Taree with three arrivals and departures on most days of the week. As a result, it is now more important that pilots operating within 10 NM of Taree observe correct radio procedures to minimise potential conflict.

Modified procedures for operations at non-towered aerodromes became effective from 25 November 2005. Prior to that date, all pilots received a satchel containing a booklet, inflight guide and DVD explaining a standard set of practices to be followed. The practices outlined the preferred way of operating consistent with the new rules.

Changes were also made to the AIP to clearly state the modified radio broadcast requirements. A broadcast is defined as “A radio broadcast from an aircraft on the appropriate frequency to provide advisory traffic information to other aircraft”. The standard broadcast format is:

· (Location) Traffic

· (Aircraft Type)

· (Callsign)

· (Position/intentions)

· (Location)

If calls are not made clearly and concisely using the standard phraseology, confusion can arise at other nearby aerodromes that have the same CTAF frequency.

Page ENR 1.1– 42 of the AIP lists the following broadcast requirements at non-towered aerodromes:

· Before Taxiing

· Entering the runway (with intentions)

· Turning downwind

· Turning base

· Turning final (with intentions)

· Clear of the runway

· By 10 NM inbound or overflying

· Entering the circuit

· Straight in approach at:

           3 NM final

           1 NM final (with intentions)

The Jan-Feb 2007 Flight Safety Australia magazine gives an account of a Metroliner making an inbound broadcast at Williamtown and receiving no response. At 10 NM it passed within 30 metres of an unidentified single engine aircraft travelling in the opposite direction. The occurrence demonstrated the limitations of the see-and-avoid concept in an unalerted traffic environment. It also demonstrated the dangers of a pilot not participating in an airspace system that relies on the cooperation of all pilots.

Safe flying

TREVOR POTTER   

CLUB CAPTAIN’S COLUMN

By the time this message reaches fellow aviators and social members, the second comp for the year will be over.  This means that there are still seven to go.  And this means that any members who have not yet started competition flying for the year can still be in the running for the Treva Weeks memorial team in the 2008 Australian Light Aircraft Championships (ALACs).  Remember, you only have to fly in six comps to qualify, and if you fly more than six, it is your best six scores that count, so let's hope there'll be another big turn out on 14 April when we next meet.

The first comp for the year on 3 February was HUGE.  There were 14 competitors for a five hundred foot circuit with spot landing.  And the winner was ...

Manuel Zaunders.

Manual, now in his ninth decade of life, is incredible.  He truly sets the standard to which we all aspire.

Mike Tulk, last year's champion, bagged second place.  And David Turner was disqualified for the biggest bounce.

We don't want David to feel too bad about that.  He atoned the following week when, on Saturday 10 February, we visited the RAAF Williamtown Flying Club and he achieved the highest individual score of the MRAC participants in the inter-club competition.  The competition consisted of an instrument take-off and climb to five hundred feet, then a forced spot landing without power from a thousand feet.  And the winner was …

The Manning River Aero Club

Our average score for 13 participants was 53 compared to RAAF Williamtown's 51 for 8 participants.

RAAF Williamtown were terrific hosts.  There were many highlights of the day, the biggest being a Hawk inspection and, for some of us, the opportunity to fly the Hawk simulator.

                    [image: image1.jpg]



MRAC and RAAF Williamtown Flying Club members

At Williamtown
Our second comp on 3 March turned into another big day out.  There were 11 competitors for an instrument climb to two and a half thousand feet, then a forced spot landing without power.  The tables were turned on the previous month.  The winner was ...

Michael Tulk

Manuel bagged second place.  The other nine of us, although all landing safely, were disqualified for either over-shooting or using power to clear the fence.  Of the nine of us, Graeme Elliott attained the highest score.

We've got the momentum going, so let's keep it going.  Would love to see another big turn out on 14 April (7 April, on which the comp would normally be held, is Easter).  The competition will consist of a steep turn at two thousand feet and a spot landing.

Ken Sanders thinks we should have a fly away to Gloucester.  What does everyone else think?

The 2007 ALACs take place in Bundaberg, Queensland, on May 4 and 5.  Good luck to our champion team - Michael Tulk, David Turner and Richard Wilson.

Cheers,

[image: image2.jpg]



Operations Manaual
Flying members are required to read and sign the Operations Manual every 6 months.
It is kept under the notice board in the club house. If you can’t find it see Trevor.
 _____________________________________________________________________________________

From the Editor

· Deadlines for articles for the 2007 newsletters are.
31st  August and

30th November 

There will not be a June newsletter. You will be advised by post or e-mail of any important issues that may arise before the August newsletter.   
Articles may be e-mailed to me on www.davidnturner@ozemail.com.au. or, given to Trevor Potter to pass on to me. 

Any article you send by e-mail please attach it to the e-mail don’t write the article as the e-mail. We are limited in including photos with articles as they do not reproduce well in hard copies we send members who do not have access to e-mail or the web. Lots of photos also cause download problems for members who do not have broadband. That said we can include some photos.

We are looking for articles on anything to do with aviation or people in aviation.
· If you have access to e-mail and the web please let Trevor Potter, Marj Davis or I know so that we can e-mail you when a new newsletter is available rather than send you a copy. 
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