Manning River Aero Club Newsletter – June 2009


                                                                             ________________________________________________________________________________________________________


VICE-PRESIDENT’S REPORT:
President Marj is on holidays so it falls up me to write this report.

The club is run by a management committee, the members of which are elected at an annual general meeting in October each year. The committee is comprised of a president (currently Marj Davis), vice-president (Bronte Dupen), secretary (Richard Wilson), treasurer (Cyril Lewis), and three other members (Alex Cosway, Trevor Sheehan and David Turner).  I encourage any members who wish to offer themselves for election to do so.

The committee has met twice during the last quarter. We regularly review operations, consider financial matters, and keep a watch on safety issues.

The accounts to the end of April show the Club to be in a reasonably good financial position.  With two months to go to the end of the financial year, it looks as though we will at least break-even.  We may do better.  The Club is in a much stronger position than it was at the same time last year and this is attributed to considerably higher aircraft utilisation and the spreading of fixed costs over a broader activity base. Membership as at the end of April was 99, all but 20 of whom were flying members (although only 30 or so regularly fly.)

That’s the wrap for this quarter.  Watch this space for Marj’s (more comprehensive) report next quarter.

Bronte Dupen

Vice President
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
CLUB CAPTAIN’S COLUMN
Our ALACs team, Tiffany Crane and Michael Tulk returned home from Perth in April.  Whilst they didn’t win any of the major awards, they acquitted themselves well and we are glad to have them back on the flight line.

The 2009 competition season is more than half over, with five down and four to go.  There continues to be strong interest with participant numbers averaging 14 over the last three months. A modern day record of 16 was set in June.  If we can sustain this level of interest, we may have to give consideration to an earlier start time next year.

The April comp consisted of a climb to 1,000’, steep turn through 360o and a flapless spot landing. The winner, with a perfect score, was Mike Tulk.  Runners-up were Richard Wilson and Manuel Zaunders. First-timer Gary Tonkin was only just out of the placings with a respectable 81 points.

In May, two circuits were flown.  The first was a spot touch-and-go FLWOP from 1,500’ whilst the second was a low level circuit with spot landing.  Both circuits were flown from the right hand seat presenting a challenge which saw more than the usual number of disqualifications for overshoot.  Anyway, Mike won (again!) with a score of 89.  Richard Wilson, close behind on 87, came second, and Trevor Sheehan came a distant third with 57 points.

The May comp sequences were intended as a practice run for the Tri-Club competition (Manning River, Royal Newcastle and Hastings District) which was scheduled for later in May but subsequently cancelled due to weather.  

In June we flew a low level figure 8 circuit with spot landing. Trevor Sheehan, with his “make it happen” mantra, prevailed with a very respectable 94 points.  The runners-up were both visitors who had flown in for the day, Gary Weeks and his daughter’s partner Sam Morris.

Will Barr flew in his first competition.  We hope he becomes a ‘regular’.

The cumulative scores for the year so far put Mike Tulk and Richard Wilson in the 2010 ALACs team. At this stage there is one point between Trevor Sheehan and Ken Sanders for the third spot!

Looking ahead, we have a non-competition event next Friday – a night circuit – to mark the approaching winter solstice. Laurie’s Bar & Barbecue will be open, so this should be a good fun night. 

Ours plans for a July 18 Fly Away to Armidale are firming up and spots are filling fast. If you have not already done so, please let either me or Ashley know your intentions within the next week.  My phone number is (02) 6556 1125.  There are four spots available in each of JHK (for student pilots) and HTM (for private pilots). If there are more Club members registering their interest than there are spots available, we will conduct ballots to determine who gets to go. The de-briefing afterwards will be open to all.  

Once again, let’s keep up the new-found enthusiasm for Club activities and keep the momentum going!

Bronte Dupen

Chief Pilot’s Report
Over view of operations -

Not a bad start to the first half of the year with a PPL (A) pass to Michael Toohey and a GFPT pass to Garry Tonkin, bringing our total to 3 PPL’s and 2 GFPT’s for the YTD 2009, A special mention to Max Akers for his FIRST SOLO on the 3rd of June, Well done to all.

The time for NVFR is here with 3 members undertaking training currently. This presents an opportunity for any member wishing to do any recurrent training or for any member wishing to upgrade their licence; I suggest you consider booking now while the time is available.

Aircraft -

There are no significant problems associated with the aircraft, but I will express concern with regard to the nose oleo of the C-152, this has a problem with constant loss of compression which needs to be considered when the aircraft is hired on the days that I am not on duty. If the oleo is down to the stops, please do not fly it until it has been adjusted, this problem has been ongoing as most of us already know. For any further information please contact me direct.

DAMP -

The MRAC DAMP (Drug and Alcohol Management Plan) is now in force which requires all pilots associated with safety sensitive aviation activities to remain clear of all operational areas such as the hanger and any operation tasks associated with aircraft eg: securing the aircraft or pushing it into a hanger, while having a beer. These are CASA requirements and will be enforced by CASA during random inspections.  It is your responsibility not MRAC’s.  The DAMP covers employees only but the principle applies to all. Please contact me for further information.

Safety and Airmanship -

Be very careful when taxiing on the grass. The area in front of the hanger carries a lot of water and Merv Emerton, our airport operator, would prefer if taxiing was kept to a minimum to reduce damage. Please note if the grass runway is NOTAMED as closed, this means that you can not even taxi on it until further notice.

Engine management – 
REMEMBER the aircraft are old please take your time prior to doing your run up, The aircraft need time to warm up, allow the engine temperature to read in the green before increasing the throttle. These are your aircraft, so please take care of them.  








“Take care in the air”









Ashley Sky cp

______________________________________________________________________________________________
Secretary’s Report
Membership

The following new members are welcomed into the club.


Jeremy Thompson

Chris Brading

Stephen Woodward

Keith Allen

Mark Richards

We look forward to seeing you all at the social gatherings on Friday evenings and Saturday afternoons and at the flying competitions that are held monthly.

Membership at 30 April 2009 stood at 99 and includes 8 Honorary Life, 79 flying and 12 Social members 

Richard Wilson 

 




On the Social Scene
Dear Club Members

Well four months have passed since the Friday afternoon/evening social activities commenced, with a core group of members and invited guests now firmly established and growing, the social committee is pleased to advise all members that we continue to operate in the black each month with the first 3 months seeing $537.00 profit generated, which will be utilized in providing additional improvements/enhancements to the clubs social facilities.  A new bar is currently under construction with future plans to enclose the front area of the club premises as funds are raised.  It has been pleasing to see quite a few old and former members turn up and enjoy the social atmosphere, a quiet drink and food for a couple of hours at the end of each week.

The social committee is organizing a Christmas in July which will include a three course dinner of usual Christmas fare.  This will be held on Saturday the 25th July 2009, at the club, commencing at 6.30pm.  Cost will be $25 per person so get a table together and bring along some friends.  We will be running ongoing raffles throughout the evening to raise funds towards enhancing member facilities so bring a bit extra cash.  Bar facilities will be operating on the evening which will cater for all requirements.

 Please remember bookings are essential for this dinner so please advise me via email lce51@bigpond.com  of numbers or if more convenient ring Ashley at the club on 65539301.  

Money will be collected at the door on the evening.

This will be the first social evening for 2009 and we look forward to as many members attending as possible.

It appears that many club members are unaware of what is going on within the club, both flying and social, so if you see a current member who hasn’t been out to the club in some time please let them know what is happening and if they aren’t receiving either an electronic copy of the Newsletter or mailed hardcopy, please let either David Turner or myself know.  It is important that all club members are fully aware of what is going on in their club so they can fully participate.

Remember being a member is not just about flying, it is the social activities which support the clubs ability to provide low cost flying training and aircraft hire to its members so try and support the social activities where possible which in turn will keep your flying costs down.  

Regards

Laurie Easter

Social Director

lce51@bigpond.com   

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
From the Editor

You may have noticed that this is a rather short newsletter. This is because we no longer get articles from members to publish. All the articles in this newsletter have been submitted by members of the committee. I am sure that someone has an interesting story to tell so please tell us all. If the newsletter is not giving you what you want please tell us so that we can make some changes.
Articles may be e-mailed to me on www.davidnturner@bigpond.com or, given to Ashley Sky to pass on to me. 

Any article you send by e-mail please attach it to the e-mail don’t write the article as the e-mail. We are limited in including photos with articles as they do not reproduce well in hard copies we send members who do not have access to e-mail or the web. Lots of photos also cause download problems for members who do not have broadband. That said we can include some photos.

We are looking for articles on anything to do with aviation or people in aviation.
Deadline for articles:
8th September 2009 and




8th December 2009 
 

· If you have access to e-mail and the web please let Ashley Sky, Marj Davis or me know so that we can e-mail you when a new newsletter is available rather than send you a copy by post. 
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