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PRESIDENT’S REPORT:
The Manning River Aero Club is operating at almost full capacity and a very big thank for this must go to our Chief Pilot Ashley Sky.  

Ashley became our Chief Pilot in January last year after being appointed by CASA.   He will shortly have enough hours to become a Grade 1 Instructor.  The step after that of course is to become CFI.  There are certain times and hour requirements as a Grade 1 before this can happen. Despite these requirements set by CASA they will review each case on a one to one basis and Ashley having been Chief Pilot should stand him in good stead.

When all this occurs we can then apply for Flying Training to be put back on our ‘AOC’ and we will again be autonomous.

We are of course very grateful that RNAC came to our assistance in our hour of need.  We have had several Flight Tests carried out by Anthony Moor CFI and it has occurred without too much inconvenience to anyone but we do thank all members for their patience and understanding during this difficult time for the Club.

Ashley is available at the Club on Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays and other days by appointment.

RAAus:

Ashley has now gained his Pilot Certificate and Instructing Rating with RAAus.  We have X-hired a Gazelle and it is now available and on line.

For more information on RAAus please ring Ashley at the Club.

CASA SAFETY SEMINAR:

On Thursday 26th February a CASA Safety Seminar was held at the Club and forty people attended.

The subjects were VFR in IMC and the Responsibilities of the Pilot in Command.  Whilst these subjects are commonsense and should be known to all pilots it does not go astray to be reminded of again of our responsibilities as pilots.

After the seminar we had a BBQ that was sponsored by CASA.  An enjoyable evening was had by everyone.

RFACA Flying Training Conference and the Australian Light Aircraft Championships:

The Royal Federation of Aero Clubs of Australia Flying Training Conference is in Perth WA this year on Monday 23 and Tuesday 24 March 2009 at the Club Rooms of the Royal Aero Club of WA. Speakers will be from CASA, including Roger Weeks Regional Manager Sydney Region, Airservices Australia, ATSB and AusSAR. 

His Excellency, Dr K Michael AC, Governor of WA will officially open the Conference.  

The Australian Light Aircraft Championships are being held on Friday 27 and Saturday 28 March. This event will not be held at Jandakot in Perth but at Murrayfield a satellite field south of Perth owned by RACWA.  It has become too difficult to conduct this event at a GAAP or controlled airport mainly due to traffic but also the restrictions placed upon us by Airport owners. 

Our members Michael Tulk and Tiffany Crane will be our team representing MRAC in the ALACs. A team usually consists of three members but two is allowable.  This means one member of the team must compete in two events.  Michael will compete in the Forced Landing and Streamer Cutting and Tiffany in the Spot Landing.  We wish them all the very best of luck and I am sure they will do their very best for the Club and enjoy themselves in doing so.

The Wings International is being held in Australia this year and will also be held at Murrayfield on Wednesday 25 March.  This is a competition between the winners of ALACs and NZ Nationals and is very hotly contested between these two countries.  This is the seventeenth year of the competition with Australian winning nine times and NZ seven.  Michael Tulk has represented Australia twice in this event and I know he will be trying very hard to win at ALACs to go to NZ next year.

VALE Noel Emerton:

It is with regret that we advise members of the passing of one our long time members Noel Emerton in late December.

Noel was a very keen Rotarian and flew the Club’s Archer to attend many meetings.  He loved his flying was always very proud of being a pilot.

We are all saddened at his passing.

Friday Night at the Club:

Laurie Easter, the Club’s Social Director, has commenced social gatherings on Friday afternoons at the Club.  They commence at 5.00pm and finish at approximately 7.00pm.  

There is a sausage sizzle at very cheap rates, beer, wine etc available and a meat raffle to boot. It is a time to relax at the end of the week and enjoy other aviators and friends company.

Why not come along for a couple of hours and enjoy yourselves.

Happy and safe flying

Marj Davis

President
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
CLUB CAPTAIN’S COLUMN
The 2009 competition season has certainly started on a more positive note than last year’s.  

There seems to be more interest in the comps than at any other time since I joined the Club in 2004. I attribute this to Chief Pilot Ashley Sky having drummed up a whole lot of enthusiasm, particularly amongst new members and students. Both competitions have been well attended – with there being several new faces each month.

To date there have been no weather-related cancellations, and my prediction is that there will be none for the remainder of the year. 

The February competition involved a non-instrument circuit with spot landing.  This was won by Michael Tulk with a respectable 78 score.  Richard Wilson and Bill Storoc were runners-up.  

March was an instrument climb to 2,500’, then FLWOP for a spot landing.  Of the 13 competitors, 9 were disqualified for landing long, landing short, or landing in the river. (I can’t imagine why else I would have been disqualified for an “UNSAFE” landing!)

Trevor Sheehan won the day with a brilliant 96 score, Mike Tulk was close behind with 94, and Richard Wilson was third place-getter.  Manuel Zaunders was the only other participant to arrive in the boxes, albeit the ‘0’ box.

The cumulative scores for the year so far put Mike Tulk, Richard Wilson and Trevor Sheehan in the first three paces for the 2010 ALACs.

Whilst on the subject of ALACs, this year they are to be held in Western Australia in a couple of weeks’ time.  Our team is comprised of (you guessed it) Michael Tulk and relative newcomer to the competitions, Tiffany Crane.  Our best wishes go with them and we have no doubt that they will acquit themselves well.

The April competition will be a steep turn at 2,000’ with flapless approach and spot landing.  It will be held on the 18th – not the 4th, so please note this in your calendars.

Let’s keep up the new-found enthusiasm for Club activities and keep the momentum going!

Bronte Dupen 
Chief Pilot’s Report
Over view of operations -

Welcome to the new year, and another year of MRAC flying. So far we have a successful start with the PPL(A) pass of Stephen Logan, Tiffany Crane PPL(A) exam pass and quickly approaching a flight test and Dean Erby with a GFPT pass and was also the RFACA scholarship winner 08’. Well done. This year we will see more tears and laughter with the monthly competitions so please feel free to attend on the first Saturday of the month. The January competition of a non instrument circuit was won by Michael Tulk. These Competitions are designed for manoeuvres that are common in flying and flight training they are for everybody and all levels of flying, and the best way to stay current for your 30 or 90 day requirements?

Aircraft -

Remember the aircraft are old so PLEASE take care of your assets, Shut the door do not slam them, I understand the need for force to shut the C-152 door but, over doing it, has now cracked the pilot side window! The Archer door should be both opened and shut using the top latch first and then the bottom.

Both the C-152 And the PA-28 will be due for their 100hrly in the next month which will allow the minor maintenance to be complete as well. 

RAAUS -

RAAUS Instructor upgrade has now been complete, so as soon as I have the returned RAAUS License we can begin training for all sequences.

Safety and Airmanship -

As we are all aware the runway is showing its age and therefore patch work has been under taken, I feel under the current conditions it would be prudent, were possible to taxi around the new work to save the prop and airframe from ongoing damage due to loose gravel etc.

Engine management – 
REMEMBER the aircraft are old.
Please take your time prior to doing your run up, the aircraft need time to warm up before you run up, allow the engine temperature to read in the green before increasing the throttle.  








“Take care in the air”









Ashley Sky cp
On the Social Scene
Welcome to 2009 and as a club we are looking not only at providing our ongoing excellent flying training activities and monthly competition days but to enhance the social activities catering for all members.

Following the last Annual General Meeting in October 2008 the incoming Committee established a Social Committee to look at providing a greater variety of social activities to cater for all current members both young and us more mature individuals.

What the new social committee has done so far is create a bar facility in the front section of the club which opened on Saturday 7th February 2009.  The bar is now open each Friday afternoon between 5pm and 7pm with raffles, meat trays on offer each week to members and their invited guests as well as a sausage sizzle for those who are looking for a quick bite to eat.   On the last Friday of each month we will be encouraging all new members along for a meet and greet with our longer term members.  The bar will also be open following competition on the first Saturday of each month.

Over the past four weeks there has been a positive response to the new Friday afternoon/evening social activities with around 30% of our current membership enjoying a quiet drink, something to eat and meeting up with some long time members who haven’t been to the club for some time.  With the word getting out we are also seeing former members turning up and rejoining as social members.  

Other activities proposed for the year are several auction/dining nights as well as restaurant dining nights, winery tour and river cruise.  We are also looking at fly away days to other Clubs as well as hosting at least one breakfast for an invited club/s

So as you can see the new Social Committee is keen to provide new and additional activities to suit all members, both flying and non flying and the success or otherwise will be totally dependant on you as a member supporting these activities as often as you can.  The funds raised through these social activities will initially be utilized to construct a bar facility and enclose the front section of the club creating an additional area where members can meet and socialize.  Once this area is upgraded all funds raised through social activities will be utilized to improve club facilities which will benefit all members.

So for those members who are able to drop in on a Friday afternoon  plus those who find Friday afternoon more convenient to socialize, we look forward to seeing you between 5pm and 7pm each Friday evening for a bit of hangar flying over a quiet one. We will have a variety of refreshments and nibbles to cater for all members and their invited guests.

The new social committee welcomes input and suggestions from all members.  So if you would like to see a particular activity included please send me an email at lce@bigpond.com  and we will take it onboard.  Remember we are working at providing ongoing quality social activities for all members but these will only be as good as the support given by you as a club member.

Finally the social committee is looking for members to assist, so if you are in a position to give a small percentage of your time please let me know via email address lce51@bigpond.com   

Regards

Laurie Easter

Social Director

Working bee at Old Bar airfield

Sunday 19th April 2009

The hard working group who look after the historic Old Bar airfield 
need some help with mowing and other general maintenance.
So if you can spare a few hours on the 19th please come along.
After the work stay and have a BBQ and a chat.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Manning River Aero Club CASA Night 28.02.09

Over 50 Manning Valley pilots attended a recent Civil Aviation Safety Authority (CASA) training night at the Manning River Aero Club. Pilots were briefed on the latest safety issues concerning CASA such as pilots flying in unauthorised air space and pilots without training flying in bad weather, not being able to see the ground, resulting in fatal aircraft crashes. Graphic photos of many fatal light aircraft crashes were shown to the assembled pilots. 

CASA training nights such as these held throughout Australia are strongly endorsed by the aviation community as an effective proactive response to promoting high standards of aviation safety.
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Local pilots Tony Ryan and David Kennett

with Cairns based CASA Aviation Safety Advisor Lloyd Mais (centre).
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Local pilots Joe Power and Clive Woolcott

with Brisbane based CASA Aviation Safety Advisor Andrew Warland-Browne (centre).
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Local pilots Rob McMahon and Richard Neal

with CASA Education Specialist Maria Fletcher (centre).

Photos and report by 

Ashley Cleaver, Publicity Officer
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
From the Editor

Access to the newsletter 
Some members may have noticed that recently the web site required you to enter a password to access the newsletters. The committee was exploring the idea of making the newsletter only available to club members. Unfortunately we were not aware that the web site set up was such that it would not allow us to do this and this caused some members to not be able to access the newsletters. The password requirement has now been removed and should not cause any more problems. We apologize for any inconvenience that may have been caused.
Deadline for articles:
9th June 2009




8th September 2009 and




8th December 2009 
 

Articles may be e-mailed to me on www.davidnturner@bigpond.com or, given to Ashley Sky to pass on to me. 

Any article you send by e-mail please attach it to the e-mail don’t write the article as the e-mail. We are limited in including photos with articles as they do not reproduce well in hard copies we send members who do not have access to e-mail or the web. Lots of photos also cause download problems for members who do not have broadband. That said we can include some photos.

We are looking for articles on anything to do with aviation or people in aviation.
· If you have access to e-mail and the web please let Ashley Sky, Marj Davis or me know so that we can e-mail you when a new newsletter is available rather than send you a copy by post. 
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